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Why Do They Invite Such | 
. > Who is responsible for this? —C.W.A. l 
Who Is Responsible? a 
Mr. J. P. Morgan, the late financier, in preparing t] 


his Last Will and Testament, wrote as follows: 


“Article 1. I commit my soul into the hands of 
my Saviour, in full confidence that having redeemed 
it and washed it in His most precious blood He will 
present it faultless before the throne of my 
Heavenly Father; and I entreat my children to 
maintain and defend, at all hazard and at any cost 
of personal sacrifice the blessed doctrine of the 
complete atonement for sin through the blood of 
Jesus Christ, once offered, and through that alone.” 


Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, D.D., former Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Northern Presby- 
terian Church, signer of the heretical Auburn 
Affirmation, and former President of that hot-bed 
of extreme Modernism known as Union Theological 
Seminary of New York City, once wrote: 


“Certain widely used hymns still perpetuate the 
theory that God pardons sinners because Christ 
purchased that pardon by his obedience and suffer- 
ing. But a forgiveness that is paid for is not for- 
giveness. There is no cleansing blood which can 
wipe out the record of what has been—the Cross of 
Christ is not a means of procuring forgiveness.”’ 


The views on the atonement expressed by Mr. 
Morgan are fully in accord with the teaching of the 
Holy Bible; the views expressed by Dr. Coffin, on 
the other hand, are definitely not in accord with its 
teachings. 


And yet Dr. Coffin has, in the past, been invited 
to preach at our Davidson College and to speak at 
our Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va. 
And, recently Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, D.D., who 
is now the President of Union Theological Seminary 
of New York City, and who refused to affirm belief 
in the Virgin Birth of the Lord Jesus Christ when 
he was ordained as a minister in the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church, was a lecturer at our Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in Richmond. 


Will someone please explain why such extreme 
Modernista as Dr. Coffin and Dr. Van Dusen, hold- 


“My Faith Does Not Need 
The Virgin Birth” 


This statement is being bandied about in our 
Church. Indeed, several of our students have 
brought it to me for comment. In answer to their 
request, I want to lay some considerations before 
the Church as to why it ought not to be used. 


In weighing such a statement one needs to dis- 
tinguish the two meanings of the word faith. Some- 
times faith refers objectively to the faith which is 
believed, fides quae creditur; sometimes faith is 
used subjectively for the faith with which one 
believes, fides qua creditur. Since the clause quoted 
is not clear we shall consider it in both aspects. 


First, the virgin birth of Christ is a part of the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. The 
virgin birth is recorded in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke in the clearest terms. Thus, the rejection 
of the virgin birth is the rejection of the trust- 
worthiness of the Gospels and that on an article of 
the faith. 


The virgin birth has been a part of the Apostolic 
Faith as far back as the substance of the Apostles’ 
Creed can be traced. The Church has always held 
this doctrine, who are we to minimize it? We believe 
and preach the whole counsel of God not primarily 
for our own self-satisfaction, but for His glory. 
The real question is not, Must I believe the virgin 
birth to be saved? but rather, Is the Virgin Birth 
a part of the whole deposit of the Christian faith 
which God has given us for His own glory?’”’ Man’s 
chief end is not to save himself, but to glorify God. 
God has given us the outward miracle of the Virgin 
Birth to stand guard over the citadel of the Faith 
—the inward miracle, that is, the Incarnation of 
God. Martin Luther offered sinners not only the 
Saviour on the Tree and the Lord risen for our 
justification, but as well the Babe in the arms of 
the Virgin. And all Saxon Europe heard and be- 
lieved his testimony to the Christ. Read Professor 
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Bainton’s little volume, “Luther’s Christmas Book,” 
and be not faithless but believing here also. 


Secondly, the virgin birth of Christ, a God-given 
element in the Christian faith, is a help to our faith. 
It little becomes anyone of us to boast that we are 
so strong that we do not need a part of the truth 
God has given us. Brother, are you sure that the 
strong faith of which you now boast will not need 
this support in the wintry days, in the lean years, 
in the moments of pain, in the stress of temptation, 
when your last hour cometh? Are you sure that 
some anxious soul in your congregation will not 
find just here the exact support her faith needs? 
I remember an aged lady in my congregation whose 
faith had been shaken in the virgin birth and who 
had gone to her pastor (a Union, N. Y. graduate) 
for help only to be told it did not matter. Years 
later that lady’s memory weakened. She could not 
remember the Lord’s Prayer. She decided that this 


_ lapse of memory came to her as a punishment from 


God for doubting the virgin birth and that the 
inability to repeat the Lord’s Prayer was a sign 
that she was lost. Now it is easy for a young person 
in the full strength of his powers to smile at this 
true story. But Jesus said, Woe unto that man who 
casts a stumbling block before the least of these 
little ones who believe in ME. If the trumpet give 
an uncertain sound who will prepare Himself for 
battle? Minimize the virgin birth and vou weaken 
the testimony of your pulpit. Further, the virgin 
birth is the key that has guided the Church in 
formulating and in maintaining the true doctrine 
of the Person of Christ. Reject the virgin birth and 
men become hazy and weak on the preexistent Deity 
of Christ. Reject His preexistence as myth and the 
next step is to declare His Ascension and His 
present Reign at the right hand of God, His 
heavenly intercession myth. Reject the miracle of 
the virgin birth and the next step is to deny the 
miraclous nature of His Resurrection. And a Christ 
stripped of His supernatural glory, of His pre- 
existence and postexistence is merely a man, a 
temporal personality. He is not God who came in 
gracious humiliation and who reigns almighty to 
save at the Right Hand of Power. My young 
brother, the holy God has counted you faithful 
calling you into the ministry of the Gospel of His 
grace to sinners. God speaks salvation to us sinners 
only in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us 
be faithful to the whole counsel of God concern- 
ing His Son, our only Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. ——Wm.C.R. 


Where Does It 
Come FromF 


“If God is your Father then all men are your 
brothers.”’ 


Where do intelligent, trained and obviously sin- 
cere preachers get such ideas; a statement so com- 
pletely at variance with what the Bible teaches? 


We have quoted the above from a sermon we just 
heard from an earnest young preacher. However, 
what is the truth? Of course, as Creator of all life 
all men are God’s children. But, the tragedy of the 
ages intervened, sin came in and man became sep- 
arated from God. 


This same Creator Who made man had to come 
down into this world and redeem men back to God 
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and this process of redemption He called being 
born again. 


All who are born again become children of the 
Father and form a brotherhood, the brotherhood of 
believers. To say that without the new birth we are 
God’s children is to ignore God’s Word. To so con- 
tend is also to nullify the necessity of Christ’s re- 
deeming work on the cross. 


Furthermore, to blandly call all men brothers is 
to ignore our Lord’s own classification of un- 
—— for He said: “Ye are of your father the 

evil.”’ 


A Christian is a son of God, through faith in 
Jesus Christ. Because of this wonderful thing which 
God has done for him it is his privilege and duty to 
try to bring others of his fellow men into a like 
precious relationship. 


Again we ask the question: Where do men get 
such distortions of the truth? This question needs 
an answer. —L.N.B. 


Scholarly Unbelief 


In another editorial in this issue we use the above 
phrase. It needs to be amplified for thoughtful 
consideration. In this connection we wish to make a 
categorical statement which is startling and ab- 
solutely true. It is as follows: If the same situation 
existed in the medical world which now exists 
increasingly in the theological world, many medical 
schools would be in chaos and thousands of doctors 
would be brought before their respective Medical 
Societies and disciplined or dismissed. Here are 
the facts: 


Nowhere more than in the medical field is there 
a spirit of experimentation and genuine progress. 
In fact, developments are coming so rapidly that 
new and more effective methods of prevention or 
treatment of disease are available all the time. 


But, in medicine there are also certain basic 
sciences, such as anatomy, physiology, bio-chemistry 
etc. Also, consistantly before the teacher of stu- 
dents and the practitioner of medicine is the great 
fact of life and death. To put it simply, the prac- 
tice of medicine is the art of preventing disease, 
curing of disease and, as far as possible, prolong- 
ing the ‘span of life for the individual and for 
society as a whole. 


_ Should teachers in medical schools, or practicing 
physicians, begin to deny the basic sciences and 
roject their teaching or work on theories which 
ignore or deny these basic sciences, the medical 
profession would immediately take steps and these 
steps would be drastic. As a matter of fact, the 
American Medical Association and the various 
other Medical Societies wage a constant warfare on 
the quack and the charlatan who offer relief from 
a. or promise cures which they cannot effect. 
ore than this, each reputable hospital has a 
committee to review the records of all patients 
and, where indicated, call to the attention of the 
physician in the case, wherein he has failed in his 
obligation to the hospital and his patient. 


All of this has to do with the physical welfare, 
with the body of the patient, and with the sobering 
knowledge that for every patient at some time a 
day will arrive when every known drug or method 
will fail and life will come to an end. 
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What of the theological world? Here the situa- 
tion is so different, and the ultimate effect so 
tragic, that one looks with amazement and is forced 
to cry, “An enemy hath done this.” 


Some of the basic facts of theology are—the 
eternal existence of God in the form of the Father, 
the Son (Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit; the fall 
of man with the universality of sin; the eternal 
punishment of the lost; the eternal salvation of 
those who accept Jesus as Saviour; the atoning 
work of our Lord on the cross of Calvary; His 
resurrection from the dead and His ascention into 
Heaven from whence He will certainly come again; 
the various revelations of God to man—in His 
creation, in His Word, through His Son, and 
through the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 


These are recognized as a part of the basic 
science involved in evangelical Christian theology. 


One has but to read the average modern the- 
ological book or essay to find that many of these 
basie sciences are in question. In fact the entire 
structure is undermined by the adoption of a 
critical attitude towards the Word of God. Having 
shattered faith in the integrity of the Bible the 
rest is easy. “Yea, hath God said?” is a question 
which did not stop in the garden of Eden. 


We have before us a series of quotations from a 
Bible study-book which is required in the Bible 
major course of a church college. It flagrantly 
ridicules and denies many statements of the Bible. 
This type of “‘scholarly unbelief’ can be multiplied 
almost indefinitely. Why? 


Until we can come to a more logical conclusion 
we are forced to believe the answer is something 
like this—Entirely too much latitude for denial 
and unbelief is granted to theological teachers and 
writers by men who themselves are men of faith. 
There is a failure to recognize that much which is 
being denied is vital to the Christian faith and 
message. The feelings and ecclesiastical standing of 
those guilty of this scholarly unbelief are con- 
sidered at the expense of those poor lost sinners 
who will never be saved by the theology these men 
teach and the preaching of such a diluted gospel. 
We believe the acquiescence in the prevelance of 
this scholarly unbelief on the part of large sections 
of the Church has dimmed the witness of the Church 
at a time when witnessing power is needed, as 
never before. 


Can it be that the medical profession is more 
concerned for the honest practice of medicine by 
those within its jurisdiction, a practice in which the 
life of the body is ultimately at stake, than the 
theological world is about the salvation of souls for 
eternity? 


The Church has its social and humanistic obliga- 
tions but they pale into insignificance before its 
primary task of preaching the atoning work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to men who, until they accept 
his gospel, are lost for eternity. 


If this editorial seems harsh we sincerely apolog- 
ize. It is written in love; in love for the Church, 
for the ministry of the Church, and for the souls 
of men. 


Oh brethren: let us recognize unbelief for what 
it is, unbelief, and let us put the winning of souls 
to Jesus Christ above every other consideration. 


—L.N.B. 


“A Warning” 


That the concern of this Journal over a pell-mell 
movement for organic Church union is shared by an 
increasing number of Church leaders across the 
land is in evidence as one reads the exchange 
religious publications which come to this office. 


The March 27th issue of “Time” magazine took 
cognizance of this reaction when it published an 
article from the “‘Witness’’ by Dr. Bernard Iddings 
Bell, Canon of Christian Education in the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Diocese of Chicago. 


We quote this article in part as follows: 


“In the Episcopal Church, Canon Bell finds some 
encouraging signs that there is less churchianity. 
But it seems to him that another branch of Chris- 
tianity, the ecumenical movement, ‘“‘is plainly being 
tempted to go in for it in a large way.” 


He sees a tendency in ecumenical circles “to as- 
sume that it does not matter overmuch what people 
think of Christ, whether He is God redeeming the 
world or only a super-fine moral leader, or even 
perhaps a neurotic with messianic illusions of 
grandeur who nevertheless said some right good 
things. The thing to do is to get everybody into 
‘one big united Church’ ... One is driven to the 
conclusion that the ‘ecumenical movement’ is in 
considerable danger of substituting the Church for 
Christianity... ” 


Bell warns “ecumenicals” to be on their guard, 
“even if to be Christ-centered slows up ‘reunion’ 
for a while, maybe for a long while ... The world, 
now hurtling on toward political, economic, moral 
catastrophe, is going to be saved, if it is to be 
saved at all, not by the multitude of an uncom- 
mitted host nor by the charm of Episcopalians nor 
by any human device. In that salvation, or maybe 
in a rebuilding after debacle, the Church can play 
a mighty part, but only if it stops admiring itself 
and starts to adore and to obey the most high 
God.’’* —L.N.B. 


*Quoted by permission, Time Magazine. 


A Word To “The 
Moderates” 


There is a great group of splendid ministers and 
laymen in our Church—men of the finest caliber 
and training who are earnest, orthodox and spirit- 
ual. These men greatly dislike all controversy and 
sharp differences of opinion. Conflicting debates 
and separations weary them. They do not care to 
be tagged as “liberal” or “‘fundamental.”’ They do 
not want to be classed as ‘‘Neo-orthodox’”’ whether 
of the ‘“‘Niehburian” or the “Barthian” schools. 
Shibboleths, platforms, caucuses, plottings bore 
them to tears. They certainly do not want to be 
classed with either the ‘‘Weaverville” or ‘“‘Outlook”’ 
crowds. It would disturb them greatly if this were 
done. Perhaps they would prefer to be called 
“evangelicals.” 


Let us say, to begin with, that we have profound 
sympathy for such people. Who is it that wants to 
be constantly embroiled in bitter controversy that 
causes old friends to be set in opposing camps and 
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made to suffer by unnecessary alienations. Surely 
it is to be greatly deplored that we are divided 
into “camps” at all with separate periodicals, 
organizations and aims. We would like to be rid of 
it all and have all our energies concentrated on the 
major tasks of winning men for Christ and then 
building up the members of the Chureh in every 
Christian grace. With them we share the longing 
that one day we can give ourselves without distrac- 
tion or controversy to the great work of missions 
at home and abroad; that we may be able to 
“preach ‘the word,” as a church, with all of its 
powerful implications of judgment and of grace; 
that we can stand shoulder to shoulder in Chris- 
tian fellowship and brotherly love, “in honor pre- 
ferring one another.”’ Surely we want all breaches 
healed as they needed to be healed in Corinth in 
the long ago. Surely we deplore bitterness and 
namecalling and divisions. Our Lord and Saviour, 
Who bought us, must certainly be deeply grieved 
in heart because of schisms in His body upon earth 
that oft times widen as the years go by. 


May we offer here a few observations that we 
trust do not beg the question: 


1. There have always been discordant notes in 
the church’s life and from the very beginning. Per- 
haps this is small comfort without justification. 
Arius, Socinus and Arminius were names with bat- 
tle cries, and so were Augustine, Athanasius and 
Luther. The church has never had a peaceful time 
for long in all her great history, nor was she ever 
promised such by the Master. We gladly re-echo the 
angel’s song, “‘Peace on earth, good will among 
men,” but we forget the equally truthful declara- 
tion from the lips of our Lord: “I came not to send 
peace on earth but a sword.” 


2. Error as well as truth must be stated for pur- 
poses of calm deliberation, but mainly because 
truth is brought into sharp focus by such a process. 
Temperance and moderation in speech must charac- 
terize all of our utterances since no one of us is 
divinely inspired. When Paul wrote to the Galatians, 
he did not keep silent about far flung trends away 
from the gospel of the grace of God. Very earnestly 
and bluntly he inquired: “Who hath bewitched 
you?” Who has taught you “another gospel” which 
is no gospel at all. He further says, “There be 
some that trouble you, and would pervert the 
gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from 
heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be ac- 
cursed.’’ Surely we cannot damn those who differ 
from us, but we are duty bound to strive not only 
for the peace, but for the purity of the church. 
Surely this applies to truth as well as to morals. 


3. Will our moderate friends please consider 
that our church is engaged today with three great 
emphases that are prone to make us forget the out- 
standing ‘‘majors’’ of our very existence. These 
focal points of interest are the Ecumenical Church, 
the Abolition of Racial Segregation and the Plan- 
ned Economic Order, or Socialism. Let us for the 
sake of argument only, admit their importance, but 
having done this, we will never admit that these 
are the main concerns of the Christian Church in 
anv age or at any time. Are we not, therefore, 
compelled by the nature of things to give full time 
to a complete and candid discussion of these very 
vital issues. 


4. Will our moderate friends agree with us that 
the greatest need of the church today is revival. 


A fresh incoming of the tide of spiritual power 
will wash away much of the encrustations of denial 
and unbelief and re-establish faith in the glorious 
realities of our all-sufficient Lord and His match- 
less gospel. 


Let us be willing to stand up and be counted in 
a day when every kind of erroneous ism is being 
introduced into the church and every kind of sub- 
stitute offered instead of the saving good news of 
our Lord and Saviour. —R.W.C. 


“T Pray For Them” 
Who Are They 


Advocates of the general ecumenical movement 
are wont to quote our Lord’s prayer: “That they 
all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” 
John 17, Verse 21, as evidene that they are 
following our Savious’s command when they work 
for organic Church union. 


That spiritual unity is the essential basis of such 
union is proved by simply reading the entire Chap- 
ter and seeing who it is for whom our Lord prayed. 
He makes it very clear. 


In Verse 6, He says: “I have manifested thy 
name unto the men which thou gavest me out of 
the world.” These are people who are in the world 
but not of the world. They are men who have been 
born again, and, he says: “They have kept thy 
word.” 


In Verse 8, He tells us that these people have 
received the words which He had given them from 
the Father and “have known surely that I came out 
from thee, and they have believed that thou didst 
send me.”’ 


Then it is that our Lord says: “I pray for them.” 


These are people who are sanctified, “through 
thy truth: thy word is truth.” 


Unquestionably our Lord prayed for spiritual 
unity and this unity was to be based on faith in 
God, His Son and His Word. Today we have this 
unity more marked than ever before. Men of like 
faith reach across denominational! lines co-operat- 
ing in every form of Christian endeavor. They 
believe in the God of the Bible, the Christ of the 
Bible and the absolute reliability and authority of 
the Bible. At the same time they hold back from 
those movements towards a united Church which 
are not based on clear-cut definitions, or state- 
ments, of those truths and doctrines which are felt 
to be essential to an effective Christian witness. 
These doctrines are not the narrow expressions of 
men’s opinions but statements of the obvious mean- 
ing of truths taught in the Word of God. 


This is not a matter of minor importance. That 
man’s faith should rest in the opinions and “find- 
ings” of men, no matter how brilliant or learned 
they may be, is unthinkable. God has given us a 
clear revelation in His Word and man’s faith rests 
in the facts of that revelation. 


The issue facing Christians today, as they con- 
sider the ecumenical movement, is this: shall we 
adopt a “Pollyanna” attitude and join in the plan 
for a great outwardly united Church, or, shall we 
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examine the basis of such union and see whether 
it has eliminated the statement of essential doc- 
trines “for the sake of harmony?”’ 


Brethren, as sure as God is true, only that union 
which is based on child-like faith will succeed. A 
union founded on a compromise with scholarly 
unbelief, which is the curse of the theological 
world, is not only destined to failure but it will 
even more and more confuse a sinning and lost 
vorld. —L.N.B 


For Ministers Only 


One of the greatest dangers of the Ministry and 
une constantly present is the temptation to use the 
sacred office improperly. So easily do we fall into 
the snare of using our position as a point of vantage 
for exemption to the laws and the proprieties bind- 
ing on others of the human family. Seeking for 
discounts and asking special favors on the score 
of the Ministry does not dignify the calling nor 
elevate its incumbent in the eyes of the public. 


Along with this is the use of time and of talent. 
(here is no monitor for the preacher, no sergeant- 
at-arms. He can visit or vacate, loaf or lucubrate, 
ad lib. And it is astonishing that folk who require 
value received from secular employees, even en- 
courage the pastor to dally, unintentionally. Of all 
persons, the parson is the man who should be more 
strict than others, regarding himself and his per- 
formance of duty. The famous Dr. Jowett used to 
sav that he felt it obligatory upon him to be in his 
study seeking the bread of life before the foot-steps 
of the workmen laboring for the bread of this life 
should be heard in the street. Circumstances may 
reverse the hours; but the principle remains. 


Again, it is so easy for the preacher who is 
supposed to be a man of deep learning, to presume 
on the ignorance of his audience. Unfortunately 
there is generally someone in the congregation who 
is not so ignorant as to fail to catch the speaker in 
his tricks. It is a great temptation to affect a 
profundity which is pure effect. It is difficult to be 
honest; but the preacher should be the first man to 
try to be so. 


The preparation of sermons is a laborious task, 
when it is done. Plagiarism may be accidental; but 
plagiarism is reprehensible all the more in the man 
of God. Sermon factories make the work light and 
the preacher popular perhaps: they do not illustrate 
character in the purchaser of their wares, nor do 
they feed the flock. Second-hand profanity is none 
the less profane. Some may account the use of the 
Name “In vain’’ as ignoscible, when it is uttered 
by the pulpiteer and in very unctious tone; but the 
true Christian minister will account any such act 
a violation of the third commandment none the 
less, and he will eschew the practice. “Sound 
speech” is cardinal. Fictitious illustrations, even 
though very excellent stories, are allowable for 
integrity, only as fictitous, and so characterized. 
Exaggeration from the pulpit is one of the most 
popular and glittering devices available to the 
speaker, but surely to be avoided even though its 
use makes profound impression. And dogmatic 
statements, incapable of proof, run it a close second 
both in popularity and in reprehensibility. 


How often the audience is moved to wonder at 
the deeps calling unto deeps when the preacher 
regales them with the wise sayings of the philoso- 


phers and the theories of the sages of secular fame, 
what a temptation, to make name, to impress the 
hearer. The Apostle Paul preached the Gospel, with 
rarely an allusion to any of the world’s great. He 
did not quote the founders of the schools of 
thought. The words of a poet or two were used 
when they fitted appropriately into his message. 
But in regard to life and morals and immortality, 
Heaven, Hell, God, man, sin, salvation, eternity— 
not a word from Plato or Aristotle, Zeno or 
Heraclitus, Seneca and Socrates so far as we know. 
They say that the fastest growing Church in the 
South is that of the Nazarenes. Their ministers in 
general have not the education to quote the world’s 
wise and great. This is worth chewing on. The true 
Gospel attended by the Spirit of God, needs no 
fads, and no “experts.”’ “‘Not many wise... 3 
and “not by might nor by power...” ... it is 
a difficult matter to be a preacher. —R.F.G. 


Take Nothing For 
Granted!! 


Several years ago we took flying lessons and 
unfortunately fell into the hands of a most capable 
pilot who was a poor instructor. By that we mean 
that he took it for granted that we knew a good 
deal about flying when we knew absolutely nothing. 


Because of this unexplained confidence which he 
had in our ability we found ourselves doing rolls, 
half loops and a number of other manouvers before 
we had grasped the fundamentals of straight flying 
and what should have been a pleasurable experience 
became a chore without real benefit. 


Why all this preamble? Because there are tens of 
thousands of Church members today who are going 
through the motions of Church work who do not 
have the remotest idea of how to be saved and who, 
as a result, are dissatisfied and without the as- 
surance of salvation in their hearts. 


If anyone doubts this statement just ask the 
average Church member whether they are saved, 
or not! Almost without exception they will say: “I 
don’t know,” “I hope so,’ “I am trying to be,” or 
even: “No one can know until they die.”’ 


Further, if you ask them how one can be saved, 
most of them will say: “By trying to be good,” 
“By living by the golden rule,” “By being loving 
and kind,” or some other absolutely inane remark. 


What does this mean? It means that a great many 
people in the Church live without assurance in 
their hearts. It also means that the average con- 
ed Kong of the way of salvation is that it is by good 
works. 


The truth of this editorial may be held in ques- 
tion by many. But, let those who doubt its ac- 
curacy ask the average Church member and he will 
be convinced. In the days when teaching the Cate- 
chisms was not considered “pedagogically unsound,” 
as it is today, and when people heard more doctrin- 
al preaching, more of those sitting in the pews had 
a clear idea of these vital matters. 


Our Church has an ambitious program, a worthy 
program. We have able agencies and great institu- 
tions. Are the foundations well laid? Are we taking 
too much for granted along the line of those things, 
without which all the rest cannot ultimately 
succeed? —L.N.B. 
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Bleeding To Death 


{1 is axiomatic that an uncontrolled hemorrhage 


sueans death to the patient. 


It is also axiomatic that a government which con- 
tinues to spend more than it receives In revenue is 
doomed. 


Christians in America, and all citizens for that 
matter, face a moral issue in this whieh must be 
recognized. That our government should continue 
to run into debt, in years when business is good, is 
unbelievable. Yet it is doing so. 


What can Christians do about it? They ean insist 
that extravagance and wastage stop. They can in- 
sist that no new buildings, such as postoffices, hos- 
pitals, ete., etc., be built at this time. They can in- 


sist that only the maintenance items of the billion 
dollar Harbors and Waterways Bill be approved. 
They can insist that politicians cease spending for 
the benefit of one group and the other, thereby buy- 
ing their votes with federal funds. They can insist 
that subsidies and federal aid grants be limited to 
those activities and areas necessary for the main- 
tenance of a sound economy. 


Some may question the propriety of such an edi- 
torial in a Christian Journal. It would be a Chris- 
tian and humanitarian act to stop the hemorrhage 
of one bleeding to death. It is certainly the Chris- 
tian thing for men and women to exercise their 
duties and rights as citizens to stop the nation from 
certain economic destruction, a destruction which 
is inevitable under present governmental policies. 


—L.N.B. 


Should Christians Dance Etc. 


By Rev. L. T. Wilds, D.D. 
(Published By Request) 


Many Christians, especially young people, ask 
that question; and we are certain that the Bible 
vives us a direct answer. 

The ‘ETC.”’ includes such amusements as card 
playing, betting on anything, theatre going, smok- 
ing, taking a social drink, doing certain things on 
Sunday; and you might include other such things. 

Some Christians say that such amusements are 
all right; others say that they are all wrong. Some 
churches have rules forbidding their members to 
engage in them; other churches have no such rules. 
What is the answer to the question? 


There is one thing on which all Christians are 
supposed to agree: namely, that the Bible or Word 
of God presents God’s will for our lives and con- 
duct and that by it and it only are we to be 
governed and to determine our course. Our Cate- 
chism states it this way: “The word of God, which 
is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we 
may glorify and enjoy him.”’ And the Bible itself 
puts it this way: “‘Where shall a young man cleanse 
his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy 
word.”’ But the Bible, our “‘onlv rule,” says nothing 
specifically about these questionable amusements, 
not even mentioning them. However, fortunately 
there arose a question of Christian conduct in the 
Christian church in the time of the Apostle Paul, 
whom God used for the writing of Thirteen or 
fourteen of the twenty-seven books of the New 
Testament. 

Here is the question of Christian conduct that 
arose. Some of those first Christians had been 
idolaters and were living in the midst of idolatry. 
It was the custom of the idolaters to killa “beef,’’ 
use a portion of it in their idol worship, and sell 
the remainder of it in the market for food. Now 
some Christians said that it was wrong to buy such 
meat in the market, because, they said, it Was con- 
nected and tainted with idolatry. But other Chris- 
tians said that that idea was silly, holding that 
such meat was the same as any other kind. And so 
they put the matter up to the Apostle Paul to tell 
them what to do about it. You will find his answer 
in Romans 14 and 1 Corinthians 8:9-13; 10:27-33. 


The first thing that Paul does (And mark this!) 


is to strongly condemn Christians who set them- 
selves up as judges of, criticise, condemn other 
Christians who think differently from them on 
these questionable matters. He laid great. emphasis 
on that, giving half of Romans 14 to it. In this, 
many fine Christians today are very much guilty: 
judging and condemning fellow Christians who 
engage in these amusements. They had better look 
to their own guilt! 

Another thing that Paul does is to stand squarely 
for the right of personal liberty: the right of every 
one to decide the questionable for himself. That is 
what he means by, “For why is my liberty judged 
of another man’s conscience?” And our Presby- 
terian Church stands squarely with Paul on that. 
It has no laws or rules forbidding its members to 
engage in these questionable amusements. Our 
General Assembly has indeed from time to time 
expressed its opinion that so-called ‘“‘worldly amuse- 
ments” are detrimental to spiritual growth and life. 
But it has never said to its members, “Thou shalt 
not.”” It has always left it to the individual to 
decide for himself or herself. 


Still another thing that Paul points out is that 
no material thing is in itself unclean, impure, evil: 
the meat that was in question; and today it would 
be material things used in the questionable amuse- 
ments. They are not evil in themselves; but we can 
use them in evil or sinful ways. “I know, and am 
persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing 
unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any 
thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.” “All 
things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man 
who eateth with offence.” (Rom. 14:14, 20). 


But what Paul does chiefly is to give us three 
general principles or rules of Christian conduct, 
which can be applied to all questionable matters 
of conduct—to all of these questionable amuse- 
ments—and by which every Christian can and must 
decide for himself. These principles are just as 
good today as they were then. Principles never 
change. A carpenter has a “straightedged rule” 
for drawing straight lines. If he does not use it, he 
will make a crooked line. Each of these principles 
is a straightedged rule of life, that we can put 
alongside of, or apply to, each of these amusements 
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and tell whether it is right or wrong for us as 
Christians. There are three of these principles; and 
the amusement must accord with all three of them. 


1. The Amusement Must Have the Full Approval 
of My Conscience. I must have no doubt about it, 
that it is right for me to engage in it, that I am 
committing no sin in so doing. Paul presents that 
principle in Rom. 14:22, 23: “Hast thou faith?” 
(The faith that you’re doing the thing is right). 
“Have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that 
condemneth not himself in that thing which he al- 
loweth. And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, 
because he eateth not of faith: for whatsover is not 
of faith is sin.”’ It is always wrong or sinful to go 
against, disobey, violate conscience; and for two 
reasons. One is that a Christian conscience, en- 
lightened by God’s Spirit through His Word, is 
quite apt to be right in its judgments. The other 
reason is that every time we disobey conscience, we 
injure it, searing it, as the Bible says, as with a 
hot iron, destroying its sensitiveness, stifling its 
voice so that it may cease to speak to us; and thus 
killing conscience and committing moral suicide. 
George Washington said, “‘Labor to keep alive in 
vour breast that little spark of celestial fire called 
conscience.’’ But one who goes against conscience 
deadens his conscience. First of all then, bring that 
amusement to the bar of your conscience and be 
certain that it has the full approval of your con- 
science. A young woman, brought up in China, 
came to America and lived in a college community. 
She said that she found church members and those 
who were not doing so much the same things, that 
she hardly knew what to do. And she made this rule 
for herself: ‘When vou doubt, don’t!’ That is, when 
you have any doubt as to whether the thing is 
right for you, let it alone. And that is the first 
principle that Paul gives us. 


2. I Must Consider My Influence on Others. Paul 
lays great emphasis upon that. What he said to 
those early Christians was in effect this: “You 
must consider the influence of your eating such 
meat on fellow Christians, whose conscience may 
be against it and to whom therefore it would be 
sin te partake of it, but who are tempted and em- 
boldened by your example to do so anyway.” Let us 
apply that to these questionable amusements. Sup- 
pose that your conscience is clear that it is all right 
for you to dance, etc. That does not settle the 
matter. You must consider,also whether your doing 
it may tempt and lead others to do it who sin in 
so doing: maybe because their conscience is not 
clear; maybe because lustful thoughts are awaken- 
ed in them by the dance; maybe because taking a 
social drink will lead them to drunkenness; ete. 
And so, you, who are a Christian and whose chief 
mission in life is to help Christ to save people, you 
become an agent of Satan leading them to sin. A 
fearful thing to think about! Read Paul’s great 
emphasis upon this: Rom. 14:15-21; I Cor. 8:9-13. 
Yes, in our pleasures we Christians must be care- 
ful of our influence on our companions lest we 
lead them to sin. Paul said that, rather than do that, 
he would give up even the pleasure of eating meat, 
he would become a vegetarian. ‘‘Wherefore if meat 
make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh 
while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to 
offend.” 


3. I Must Be Certain That My Pleasure Is Glori- 
fying to God. ‘“‘Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
I must be certain that in engaging in this or that 
pleasure, I as a redeemed child of God am glorify- 
ing or honoring Him and_ not dishonoring Him. 
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Probably many have never thought at all that we 
ean glorify God in our pleasures. In our work and 
our worship; but hardly in our pleasures. But Paul 
says “‘whatsoever ye do’”’; and that includes our 
pleasures. But how can we decide whether or not a 
pleasure is glorifying to God? Paul seems to give 
us a very simple test or answer. As we engage in 
the pleasure, can we in our hearts thank God for 
it as one of His blessings? Is not that what he 
means by these statements? “He that eateth, eateth 
to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks.” “For if I 
by grace be a partaker, why am I evil spoken of 
for that for which I give thanks?” (Rom. 14:6; 
I Cor. 10:31). Put each of your pleasures to that 
test. As you dance, or whatever it is, can you thank 
God for it as one of His recreational blessings? 
Then it stands this test. Or do you feel that you 
need His forgiveness and cleansing? Then it does 
not stand this test. 

Conclusion. In deciding then as to whether I as 
a Christian may engage in this or that pleasure, I 
must consider these three things. Is my conscience 
clear that my doing it is right for me? What of 
my influence on others? Is it glorifying to God? 
Should you engage in this or that pleasure? I can- 
not say, because God’s Word does not say, and I 
have no right to go beyond His Word. But I do say 
that you must apply these principles that He has 
given you for your guidance and make your own 
decision. Here is what one-Christian woman de- 
cided about one of such pleasures. She had become 
quite expert in a certain game; but she found that 
it was weaning her and others from the church, that 
they were giving themselves more to the game than 
to Christ and His service. And she gave up the 
game. Susanna Wesley, mother of John Wesley, 
gave him this rule: ‘‘Whatever impairs the tender- 
ness of your conscience, obscures your vision of 
God, takes away the relish of spiritual things— 
that to you is sin!’’ Our aim as Christians should 
be: to be the finest possible, to have the strongest 
influence for good possible, to do the most possible 
to glorify Him who even died for us upon the 
cross. 


Hendersonville, N. C. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For June 4: Habakkuk 
Teaches Trust In God 


Scripture: Habakkuk. Devotional Reading: Psalms 
67:1-7. It appears to be a well established fact that 
this prophet was of the tribe of Levi. This tribe, 
as we know, was set apart for special service. In 
Numbers 3:5-7 we read, “And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying, Bring the tribe of Levi near, and 
present them before Aaron the priest, that they 
may minister unto him. And they shall keep his 
charge, and the charge of the whole congregation, 
to do the service of the sanctuary.” We know 
nothing about his personal history. The time of 
the prophecy was about 600 B.C., following that of 
Nahum, during the first stage of the Babylonian 
captivity, some two years after the fall of Nineveh. 


Nahum’s prophecy had reference to the Assyrians, 
who rose to power before Nineveh, while Habakkuk 
deals with the Chaldeans. Just as Assyria was a 
scourge to the northern kingdom, so Babylon was 
a menace to the southern kingdom. These two 
wicked, heathen nations were the means in God’s 
hand of chastisement for His people. But when God 
has used these nations for His purpose, both of 
them will be punished and destroyed, while a 
remnant of the chosen people will survive. The 
time of power granted to this proud and boastful 
nation was very brief—some sixty-eight years. It 
is remarkable how swiftly judgment falls upon 
some countries. 


Judah is taken back, captive, to the very land 
from which Abraham, the great pioneer of faith, 
left to sojourn in the Promised land. What effect 
will the captivity have upon Judah? Will God’s 
people learn their lesson? They were cured of 
idolatry, but other sins came and were very pro- 
nounced in the time of Christ. 


Our Devotional Reading is a beautiful prayer 
and promise of the time of joy and singing when 
God’s saving health shall be known among all 
nations. 


This prophecy is remarkable for its deep moral 
and spiritual teaching and the richness and variety 
of form and expression. 


I would like to consider the lesson under three 
heads: (1) The Problem (2) The Vision, (3) The 
Prayer, or Poem. 


I. The Problem: 1:14; 12-13: It may be ex- 
pressed in these two verses: “For the wicked doth 
compass about the righteous”; ‘““‘When the wicked 
devoureth the man that is more righteous than he.”’ 


This problem faces us often in the Bible, in 
History, and in Human Experience: it was a 
problem in Habakkuk’s time, and is still a problem 
today. If the righteous always prospered, and the 
wicked always suffered, there would be no such 


problem. Of course the word “righteous” is a rela- » 


tive term, and especially in the case of nations the 
righteous and the wicked are mingled together in 
society. Sometimes the innocent, or relatively in- 
nocent, suffer because there are so many evil 
people that a judgment falls upon the land. There 


are always a few, even in times of great apostasy, 
who have not bowed the knee to Baal. 


The case here is somewhat different. A wicked 
nation, the Chaldees, is to overrun Judah. Now 
in making the comparison, “the wicked devoureth 
the man that is more righteous than he.’”’ As corrupt 
as Judah was, it was not quite on a par, perhaps, 
with the Chaldeans—that bitter and hasty nation, 
proud and idolatrous and cruel to the last degree. 
And yet the prophet sees his country overthrown 
by this sinful horde of idolaters. It is no wonder 
that he breaks forth into the questions of verses 
2 and 3: it is indeed a “burden” of Habakkuk. 
(This word often means “oracle’’). ‘“‘O Lord, how 
long shall I cry?”’ That query, ‘“‘How long,” is often 
on the lips or in the hearts of suffering saints. 


This is still a problem. We are seeing an atheistic, 
cruel, deceitful nation rising like an ominous cloud, 
gradually reaching out and taking possession of a 
large part of the world—as the Chaldeans did. We 
know that she is our potential enemy and that she 
will stop at nothing to accomplish her purpose. 
Now America is bad enough; we realize our sins 
are all the more heinous and inexcusable because 
of our Christian heritage, culture and enlighten- 
ment. But we also know that Russia is far worse. I, 
for one, feel that this is true, even allowing for 
our natural prejudice. Is this nation, like an “evil- 
omened vulture” to be a scourge of other nations 
even as the Chaldeans were to Judah? Of course, 
we do not know, since we are not prophets, but it 
may well be true. 


II. The Vision: 2:1-4 (and balance of chapter). 
Visions are often answers to problems. The sub- 
stance of the answer is the well-known words of 
2:4: “The just shall live by his faith.”” We must 
learn to trust God even when we cannot always 
understand His plans and processes. The answer is 
found also in the purpose of God in allowing such 
seeming injustice. He chastens and trains His peo- 
ple and frequently uses heathen nations as means 
of chastisement. He will punish and destroy these 
proud and cruel enemies in His own good time. No- 
tice the difference between ‘“chastisement” and 
‘‘punishment’”’: He chastens His people: He pun- 
ishes the incorrigible wicked. Chastisement is a 
sign of sonship: He scourges every son whom He 
receives. 


Consider the series of “Woes” in the following 
verses. Sometimes woes are pronounced upon Israel 
and Judah; these seem to refer to the Chaldeans. 
‘‘Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his 
—because thou hast spoiled many nations.” (Could 
not these words be applied to Russia, that grasping 
and greedy nation of today?) “Woe to him that 
coveteth’’, “Woe to him that buildeth a town by 
blood,” ““‘Woe to him that saith to the wood, Awake” 
—to idolaters. These characteristics are all ap- 
plicable to the Chaldeans. This haughty nation 
soon spent itself and passed off the scene, while a 
remnant of Judah was preserved. The Jews are 
still a great people; the Chaldeans, only a memory. 


Remember three expressions which stand out in 
this chapter as found in Verses 4-14-20: “‘The just 
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shall live by his faith—For the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea—But the Lord is in His holy 
temple: let all the earth keep silence before Him.” 
These verses all help to solve the problem which 
confronted the man of God and which often con- 
fronts us. 

Ill. The Prayer, and Poem: Chapter 3, especial- 
ly Verses 17-19. Prayers are often in the form of 
Poetry. This is true in many parts of the Bible, as 
we see when we read the Psalms, one of which, 67, 
we have for our Devotional Reading. In this psalm 
the prayer is made, “That thy way may be known 
upon earth, thy saving health among all nations,” 
and the chorus, “Let the people praise thee, O God; 
let all the people praise thee.’’ The world will indeed 
be a glorious place when this prayer is fully 
answered. 7 

1. The Prayer of Habakkuk is a prayer for Re- 
vival: “Revive thy work in the midst of the years.”’ 
This prayer is certainly needed now as in the pro- 
phet’s day. Nothing but a glorious Revival can 
prevent another World War: all the well-meaning 
efforts of men will be in vain unless there is a 
turning away from sin, and a turning to God. 
‘Make known”: God reveals His power and love 
in Revivals as nowhere else. 


“In wrath remember mercy.’ God’s wrath is 
righteous and real. Who can look on our world as 
we see it today and not realize that God’s wrath 
must fall upon it, unless there is a sincere change 
of heart and life? Is it not a wonder that He does 
not send a comet near to bring swift destruction? 
(See a very interesting book by Dr. Immanuel 
Velikovski, called *“‘Worlds in Collision.”” This book 
has made quite an impression and parts have been 
quoted in secular Magazines). 


2. There follows a description of the power of 
God: “burning coals went forth at his feet: the 
nations saw thee and they trembled: the sun and 
the moon stood still” (See some interesting expla- 
nations in the book referred to). 


3. The Prayer closes with a beautiful expression 
of complete trust in God: “Although the fig tree 
shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vines—and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet 
I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
my salvation.’’ 

Can we not trust God in our world and know 
that He does all things. Do we not “Live by faith”’ 
now, as well as in olden times? Well? 


Lesson For June 11: Zephaniah 
Calls To Repentance 


Scripture: Zephaniah. Devotional Reading: 
Psalms 111:1-10. That this prophet is a descendant 
of king Hezekiah comes out more clearly in the 
Revised Version: “The word of Jehovah which 
came unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of 
Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, 
in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, King of 
Judah.”’ Hezekiah was, as we know, one of the 
best kings of Judah, and it is refreshing to find 
that one of his descendants followed in the foot- 
steps of his good ancestor. He prophesied between 
Micah and Nahum, about the time when Jeremiah 
began his work. 


Judah under Hezekiah’s wicked son, Manasseh, 
had fallen into grevious sins—sins which could not 
be overlooked and God warned of impending doom. 
Josiah began his reform about 621 B.C., and was 


caused partly, no doubt, by the influence and 
earnest preaching of Zephaniah. The influence ot 
the prophets was tremendous, and some of the 
kings heeded their solemn warnings, while others 
went on into deeper and deeper wickedness. Josiah 
had a tender heart, and God delayed the punish 
ment of the land because of his sincere seeking 
after God, but it was only delayed and came soon 
after this good king died. 


Zephaniah is very earnest and pointed in hii 
preaching. Not only will heathen nations be severely 
dealt with, but Judah also. 


In our Devotional Reading we are told that “th: 
works of the Lord are great-——the works of hi- 
hands are verity and judgment.”’ He is the Judge 
of all the earth: “Shall not the Judge of all th: 
earth do right?” 


Three thoughts intermingle in this book, as in 
many others: (1) the Day of the Lord’s wrath, ¢2) 
The Depth of the nation’s sin, (3) The Delight «|! 
those who repent and turn to Him. 


The purpose of God’s warnings and of His judg 
ments is to cause people to turn to Him. He warn- 
of coming judgment; if they heed the warning. 
then the judgment is delayed or even suspended 
altogether. Jonah and Ninevah is a good illustra- 
tion of this. The prophet, “Yet forty days and 
Ninevah shall be destroyed.’ The Ninevites, how 
ever, repented, and the judgment did not come un- 
til many years later. (There is a good article on 
“The Prophetical Office’ in the Analytical Bible. 
pages 1058-1059) The prophet not only predicted 
future events but urged the people to repent. The 
main purpose of many of their “prophecies was to 
call the nation back to God.” 


The whole book is surcharged with the messages 
as stated, but I wish to take up the three selections 
which are given for study in the Intermediate— 
Senior and Young People—Adult Topics. The Topic 
for the Intermediate-Senior is very suggestive: 
When a Nation Sells its Soul.’’ Esau sold his birth- 
right for a mess of pottage. Has America sold its 
birthright and Heritage for a mess consisting of 
Strong Drink, Revolting Crimes, Rotten Politics, 
and Sinful Pleasure? 

I. The “Day of the Lord”: 1:12-18. This expres- 
sion, so much used by the prophets, and reiterated 
in the New Testament, is used of times of Judg- 
ment and also of the Day of final Judgment. Paul 
says, God has appointed a day in which He shall 
judge the world by Jesus Christ. There is what is 
known as the General Judgment—a time when all 
shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 
Jesus has a great deal to say about the Judgment 
(see Matthew 25) 


But there have been many minor and preliminary 
“Days of the Lord,” times in which severe judg- 
ments and chastisements have come upon His own 
people and other nations, and the whole world. The 
Flood, of course, was such a time; the destruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrah; the Plagues which came 
upon Pharoah and Egypt; the Captivity; the de- 
struction of Jerusalem some forty years after 
Christ pronounced her doom. I, for one, feel that 
the two World Wars through which we have passed, 
(if we have really passed the second one) are very 
distinctly ‘“‘Days of the Lord’’—times of judgment 
and chastisement. Some nations have been practical- 
ly destroyed, all have been punished or chastened, 
and All should take heed. We are being warned by 
many of a third War which would be far worse 
than anything we have experienced. 
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But there is still that Great Day coming, a day 
of God’s wrath, when the whole land shall be de- 
voured by the fire of His jealousy. Peter tells us 
plainly that the Day of the Lord will come. (II 
Peter 3:10) I would like to refer again to that 
rather startling book, ‘“‘Worlds in Collision’”’ to 
which I have referred before. So many so-called 
scholars have laughed at the miracles of the Bible, 
especially the one of the sun standing still. Now 
there comes this scientist who shows that the 
record of these miracles is not only in the Bible, 
but in practically all of the traditions of the 
nations of the world. In addition to this he gives a 
most reasonable and interesting explanation of 
how they occurred. It is easy for God, Who con- 
trols the heavenly bodies to use one or more of 
these as instruments of disturbance and destruc- 
tion. In the light of this book these prophecies of 
the Bible should make an even deeper impression 
upon mankind as a whole. Not that the Bible needs 
the help of Science, but to those who are inclined 
to doubt, this book should be an added confirma- 
tion and a very solemn warning. We have also the 
A-Bomb and the H-Bomb to make us stop, look, and 
listen. It is easy to see just such a “Day of the 
Lord” as Peter describes in the third chapter. 


Il. The Depths of a Nation’s Sins: 3:1-5. Why is 
judgment necessary? Why does not God just allow 
this old world to continue on its wayward path? Sin 
is deadly; it is destructive; it is imfeetious; it is 
foul and loathsome. Unless God did something about 
it the earth would soon develop into a hell as 
awful as that described in the Bible. He is the 
Ruler and Creator; He will not allow Satan and 
sin to destroy that which He has created. 


Notice the terrible description of sin in this 
book: Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to 
the oppressing city; she obeyed not, she received 
not, she trusted not, drew not near. This is the 
negative side. Then comes the positive: Her princes 
are roaring lions, her judges are evening wolves, 
her prophets. are light and treacherous, her priests 
polluted. We can easily see what the masses of the 
people will be when we read this deseription of the 


political and religious leaders of the day. When all 
classes of leaders have corrupted themselves a 
nation is at the end of its career. As we read of 
all the treachery, corruption and graft in our land 
we wonder how long we can last. These men turned 
a deaf ear to all warnings; repentance and revival 
seem far away, and these two things must come if 
the nation is saved. Let us pray very earnestly for 
a real revival in our beloved land! 


III. The Delights of those who Repent: 3:16-20; 
also 2:3. There are always some who will hear, 
heed, and return to God: there is always a goodly 
remnant: all the meek of the earth—it may be that 
ye will be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger” (2:3). 
This is the beginning of their delight; more follows 
in 3:16-20. 


It begins at verse 14 where singing, shouting, and 
rejoicing are spoken of. Then fear is taken away: 
God is in the midst and He is mighty; He will save, 
he will rejoice over thee with joy, he will rest in 
his love, he will joy over thee with singing. God 
will make us a name and a praise among all the 
people of the earth. 


Jesus spoke reassuring words to His disciples 
when He was talking to them about the Day of the 
Lord. Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. When the 
wicked shall be calling upon the rocks and the 
mountains to fall upon them and hide them from 
the face of the Lamb, God’s redeemed people need 
not fear; they-rest securely in His love and faith 
fulness. The Day of the Lord is a sad day for the 


_wicked; it will be a Delightful Day for those wh: 


trust in Him. 


Some Questions For 
Discussion 


Should there not be more preaching about the 
Day of the Lord? Is there not a great deal of un- 
belief about Hell and Everlasting punishment? Is 
there not a somewhat widespread feeling that 
“everybody will be saved?’”’ Do you think that the 
Day of the Lord is drawing near? 


Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For June 
June 4: An Apple For Teacher 


Introduction 


Our program tonight is designed to inform us on 
the nature and wide scope of the educational work 
of the General Assembly of our chureh and where 
it touches us. The title, “An Apple For Teacher,”’ 
of course, indicates the response we are expected 
to make to this educational program. 


It is just barely possible that some of us might 
go into the whole organization of our educational 
program without realizing what it’s all about and 
what we are expected to use to do the job. So in 
addition to studying our organizational setup let us 
also look at the Book of Church Order, which 
authorizes the whole educational organization and 
let us look at the Bible to see what it is we are 


seeking to teach and how we are going to educate 


The Book of Church Order 


“The Bible, together with the catechisms, shal] 
be the chief text books of the Church School, the 
center of every course of instruction; and the 
curriculum of the Church School should be so 
framed as to provide adequate religious education 
in spiritual life, missions, personal evangelism, 
Christian training, Christian stewardship, and Chris 
tian social service.” (The Directory of Worship, 
Par. 345). 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


You will notice that all of our educational pro- 
gram is designed to throw light on the Bible and 
catechisms and thereby relate their truth to our 
lives. Why is this? We are in the world to serve. 
2 then can we serve? Let us look to the Word of 
Go 
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1. Our Command to Serve. Matthew 28:16-20. 
(a) All authority. Verse 18. (b) All nations. Verse 
19. (c) All things. Verse 20. 


The church is not an organization which belongs 
to us, its members. It is not our task to decide 
what we are going to do and how. The church is an 
organization that has been set up by, and belongs 
to, the Lord Jesus Christ, who has all authority in 
Heaven and on earth. And He has told us to go to 
all nations preaching and teaching. What are we to 
teach? “All things whatsoever I have commanded 
you.”” As we look into the teaching of Christ we 
see that the “all things’”’ are the things concerning 
Himself in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments. Once we get away from Christ as a 
center of the Scriptures and the Scriptures as the 
center of our educational process, we are off the 
spiritual beam that God has sent out into the world 
to guide us on our course. 


2. Our Instrument for Effective Service. II Timo- 
thy 3:14-17. (a) Powerful. Verse 15. (b) Super- 
natural. Verse 16. (c) Sufficient. Verse 17. 


In order that we may carry out the command, 
God has given us the Scriptures. The Scriptures 
are unlike any other literature in at least two ways. 


1. When properly used the Spirit of God makes 
them powerful to turn life from sin unto salvation. 


2. They are supernatural in their origin. Because 
the Word is powerful and supernatural, not only 
can we not neglect it without destroying our ef- 
fectiveness, but also it is sufficient for faith and 
life and service. 


Shorter Catechism 
Q. 5. What do the Scriptures principally teach? 


A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is 
to believe concerning God, and what duty God re- 
quires of man. 


We have seen from the above Scripture lesson 
why we must make the Bible the center of our 
instruction. But why the catechism? This question 
5 from the Shorter Catechism sums up the cate- 
chism and the relation of faith and life. What a 
man believes always is what a man does. When a 
man believes wrong, he does wrong. When he be- 
lieves right, he does right. The Scriptures tell us 
what we must believe, because in believing right 
we will rightly fulfill our duty to God. The Presby- 
terian position has always been that truth is in 
order to goodness, therefore, real education must 
begin with truth and cannot stop until it expresses 
itself in goodness. 


Suggestions 


Follow the program outline in Presbyterian 
Youth but just after the opening hymn include a 
study of the Book of Church Order and of the 
Scripture lesson as outlined above, then the talks 
by Bill’s teacher and Bill. And then have someone 
present the Shorter Catechism question just before 
the closing prayer. ' 


Closing Thought 


Here is a thought on the sufficiency of Scripture 
that someone might use. We have said that the 
Scripture is sufficient to meet all of our needs. 
How about it? Does it? 


For our minds—Thy word is truth. 


For the affection—Thy word have I hid in my 
heart. 


For the life—Thy word is a lamp unto my feet. 


For spiritual nourishment—The milk and meat of 
the word. 

As a weapon in our spiritual welfare—The Word 
is the sword of the Spirit. 


For our certainty and security—Forever O Lord, 
Thy word is settled in Heaven. 


June 11: Numbering Our Days 
Introduction 


Vacation is now on the way to a good start. For 
most of us the last nine months have been regulated 
by bells and class room schedules. We have not had 
too much time to think of what we would do and 
what we would not do. But now we have a vaca- 
tion period in which we can do nothing or do some- 
thing that will make it, not only an enjoyable 
period, but a profitable one as well. 


Stopwatch on Life 


When he reached his eightieth birthday a Swiss 
recently took stock of his life with the aid of an 
unusually detailed diary. He looked at himself 
satistically and thus saw himself in perspective as 
the sometimes bored, sometimes active, person that 
he was. 


First of all he figured that he had spent 26 
years, 312 days, 18 hours and 22 minutes just in 
sleeping—about a third of his life, which is what 
is to be expected of any man. Work accounted for 
21 years, 85 days, 14 hours and 40 minutes. He 
was angry or annoyed 5 years, 346 days and 5 
minutes. He wasted 5 years, 302 days, 18 hours 
and 45 minutes in anterooms, hotel lobbies and 
other places waiting for men and women with whom 
he had appointments. Eating consumed almost as 
much time—5 years, 346 days, 5 hours and 12 min- 
utes. Shaving occupied 228 days, 2 hours and 52 
minutes; signing his name 42 days, 14 hours and 58 
minutes; scolding his children 26 days, 14 hours and 
3 minutes; tying cravats 18 days, 12 hours and 6 
minutes; blowing and wiping his nose 13 days, 8 
hours and 28 minutes; lighting cigars, cigarettes 
and pipes 12 days, 16 hours and 4 minutes; looking 
for collar buttons 6 days, 21 hours, 25 minutes; 
yawning 4 days, 2 hours and 26 minutes; telling the 
barking dogs that he owned during his life to lie 
down and keep quiet 2 days, 14 hours and 20 
minutes. The saddest item of all is the last. He 
laughed only one day, 22 hours and 3 minutes. (An 
Editorial in the New York Times, March 20, 1949) 


At the close of his life this fellow had a stop 
watch on life. If you will examine the time he had 
spent you will notice that very little time was spent 
on the things that matter now and forever. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Psalm 90:12-17 


In Psalm 90, Verse 12-17, we have the concluding 
verses of a prayer by a worker who used his time 
in such a way that he, not only had done the most 
good, but had received the greatest satisfaction in 
life. Let us make this prayer our guide to spending 
the time and numbering our days during vacation, 
and from now on. 
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1. Imstruction by God. Verse 12. None of us 
.nows how best to spend our time but it is the 
most precious possession we have, and spend it we 
must. We may spend it in such a way that it will 
oring little return and we will regret how we 
‘rittered it away. We may spend it in such a way 
‘hat it will bring satisfaction now and rewards 
forever. To do so we must be instructed by God in 
such a way that we can number our days and 
apply ourselves in getting a heart of true wisdom 
from God. 

2. Fellowship with God. Verse 13. We need 
fellowship with God, and apart from that fellowship 
we are restless, unhappy, envious, resentful and 
miserable. And in that condition we are easy targets 
for all the sins of our day. To be happy and 
-atisfied we must be in fellowship with God. If we 
are out of fellowship, we need to pray the prayer 
of this verse and enter fellowship with God. 


3. Satisfaction in God. Verse 14. We think we 
need friends and cars and clothes and good times to 
be satisfied. But all those who have received more 
of these things than they can use bear witness that 
life does not consist in the abundance of these 
things. A friend of mine blew his brains out at 21 
because he was bored with spending his father’s 
millions. In the mercy and grace of God we find 
abiding satisfaction. 


4. Compensation from God. Verse 15. Life is not 
a bed of roses. We will have our problems and 


difficulties and sorrows. The man who is happy is 
not the one who is free from care, but the one who 
can triumph over all cares. God will compensate us 
for our troubles with joy and gladness when we 
rest in Him. 


5. Establishment by God. Verses 16-17. (a) Mani- 
festation of His presence. Verse 16. (b) Develop- 
ment of His likeness. Verse 17 a. (c) Endurance 
of His work. Verse 17 b. 


No matter how hard we work the indifferent 
forces of our law abiding universe, the sins of 
greedy men, or the mistakes of well-meaning 
friends, always seem to defeat our best efforts and 
purposes. But when we walk with God, He will 
manifest His presence to us. He will develop in us 
His likeness and when we labor for Him, He will 
establish what we do, and no labor of ours will be 
in vain in Him. The only enduring life is the life 
that serves the Lord. 


Suggestions 


Following the program outline in Presbyterian 
Youth but just before the pane! discussions have 
several members present this Scriptural study as a 
guide for putting into life the things that really 
matter and then the panel discussions serve to use 
this opportunity for following this guide through 
the church and fellowship with Christian young 
people. 


Opportunities Offered At Montreat 
To Refresh The Mind And Spirit 


As in former years so again Montreat offers 
varied and rich opportunities to the members of 
our Church for refreshing the mind, deepening the 
spirit, and stretching the horizons of thought and 
action. Conferences scheduled by the Montreat Pro- 
yram Committee include: 

World Mission Appointees’ Institute: June 27 - Au- 

gust 9. 

(If you are on the grounds, make opportunity to 
meet some of these fine young men and women). 
Presbyterian Educational Association of the South: 

June 28 - July 2. 

Young Adult Conference: June 29 - July 3. 
Woman’s Training School: July 5 - July 12. 

Men’s Conferences: July 13 - July 17. 

Sunday School Superintendents: July 13 - July 17. 
Directors of Religious Education: July 13 - July 17. 
Leadership Training School: July 18 - July 27. 
Young People’s Conference: July 27 - August 3 

(Morning). 

Evangelism Conference: July 27 - August 3. 
World Mission Conference: August 3 (Evening), 

August 9. 

Institute of Theology: August 10 - August 20. 
a Extension Conference - August 21 - August 
7. 


In addition to the above, there are certain func- 
tional groups meeting during these weeks: 


Board of Woman’s Work: June 27 - July 28. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Woman’s Advisory Committee: June 29 (Evening) 
July 3. 

Presbyterial Presidents: July 4 (Afternoon). 

Ministers’ Wives’ Forum: August 10 - August 20. 

Stated Clerks’ Association: August 10 - August 20. 


In planning your summer, select that conference 
which will mean most to you, giving you the 
greatest help for the specific responsibility that yeu 
carry in your Church (Local, Presbyterial or Sy- 
nodical). Plan early, and secure your reservation 
by writing to Montreat Association, Montreat, N. 
C. Montreat has not the facilities to care for un- 
limited numbers at. any one conference but can 
comfortably accommodate thousands throughout 
the summer season. 


May you have a happy time of learning, fellow- 
ship, inspiration and change at Montreat this sum- 
mer! 


LET US PRAY FOR OUR 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


As the commissioners to the ninetieth General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
come together in Massanetta Springs, Va., June & 
for the convening session of the General Assembly, 
it is a privilege which every member of our Church 
has to unite in prayer for those appointed to the 
important work of commissioner. Let us pray that 
they will be prepared in hearts and minds and wills 
to be God’s faithful representatives in this highest 
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court of our Church; that they may be given “the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
li:im—and be filled with the knowledge of His will 

-that in all things He might have the pre-emin- 
ence.’’ Let us pray that they may have the con- 
s-iousness of God's loving presence,” and that their 
hearts may go out towards Him “with ardour of 
desire, with perfect steadfastness of confidence, 
with submission and obedience, with hope unquench- 
able.”’ 

Pray for that one who will be chosen Moderator, 
that he may be prepared for this important respon- 
sibility, and fulfill well that work. Pray especially 
for those commissioners from your own presbytery 
and synod, some no doubt who are well known to 
you. Remember in special prayer those who are 
attending General Assembly for the first time that 
this experience may strengthen them in their 
Christian faith and zeal. Let us remember these 
ministers and elders of our Church those days, 
June 8 through June 14 possibly, asking that they 
may truly think God’s thoughts after Him and plan 
in a large way for the work to be done. 


Happy In The Lord 


[t has pleased the Lord to teach me a truth, the 
benefit of which I have not lost for more than 
fourteen years. The point is this: I saw more clearly 
than ever that the first great and primary business 
to which I ought to attend every day was to have 
my soul happy in the Lord. The first thing to be 
concerned about was not how much I might serve 
the Lord; but how I might get my soul into a 
happy state, and how my inner man might be 
nourished. For I might seek to set the truth before 
the unconverted, I might seek to benefit believers, 
I might seek to relieve the distressed, I might in 
other ways seek to behave myself as it becomes a 
child of God in this world; and yet, not being 
happy in the Lord, and not being nourished and 
strengthened in my inner man day by day, all this 
might not be attended to in the right spirit. 


Before this time my practice had been, at least 
for ten years previously, as a habitual thing, to give 
myself to prayer after having dressed myself in the 
morning. Now I saw that the important thing I 
had to do was to give myself to the reading of the 
Word of God, and to meditate upon it, that thus 
my heart might be comforted, encouraged, warned, 
reproved, instructed, and that thus, by means of 


the Word of God, whilst meditating on it, my heart: 


might be brought into living communion with the 
Lord. —George Muller. 


Church News 


— — — 


General Council Meeting 


Decatur, Ga., April 26.—Dr. James G. Patton, 
Jr., Executive Secretary of the General Council of 
the Presbyterian Church U.S., presented the first 
annual report of this agency of the Assembly to the 
Council which closed a three-day session here today. 
The report was adopted and will be given to the 
General Assembly when it meets in Ninetieth ses- 
sion, June 8-13, in Massanetta Springs, Va. 


The 1949 General Assembly, meeting in Mon- 
treat, N. C., as a part of the reorganization of all 
of the agencies of the Church, directed that the 


General Assembly’s Committee on Stewardship be- 
come the General Council of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.,’’ which shall continue the present re- 
sponsibilities of the Stewardship Committee for the 
promotion of Stewardship and the Every Member 
Canvass” and shal] assume the functions assigned 
to the General Council by the General Assembly. 

The report shows that assignments from the 
General Assembly have been carried out. Dr. J. R. 
McCain, Decatur, was designated by the Genera! 
Assembly as convenor of the General Council, and 
subsequently was elected chairman when the group 
met for organization. Doctor Patton was elected 
executive secretary, and the Rev. Bob S. Hodges, 
Rogersville, Tenn., was called as associate secretary. 
The report shows that the budget for the assembly, 
under the reorganized plan, was revised under the 
direction of George B. Hoyt, Atlanta, chairman of 
the Council’s Committee on Budget and Steward- 
ship. 

The Council office has distributed a total of 
1,461,682 pieces of literature in the promotion of 
Stewardship throughout the Assembly. This is the 
largest amount ever used by the Church, the report 
shows. 

tewardship bulletin covers issued by the Council! 
“continue to have an increasing place in the life 
of the Church,” the report states. The growth of 
the bulletin service is seen “‘when we note that ten 
years ago the weekly distribution was 27,525, and 
five years ago, it was 59,936. More than 800 
cnurches are using this service, while many others 
tell us that they are using much of the material sent 
out in the bulletin in their own calendars,’’ 


The Program committee of the Council has been 
organized with 18 members, five of whom are 
members of the Council. Dr. James A. Jones, Char- 
lotte, N. C., is chairman. This committee, the re- 
port shows, “as far as we can ascertain, pratically 
every church court already has perfected the ap- 
proved plan of reorganization or is in the process 
of reorganization” to fit the Assembly approved 
pattern for synods and presbyteries. 

Dr. Wallace M. Alston, Decatur, is chairman of 
the Council’s Committee on Publicity, which has 
been organized with nine members, five of whom 
are members of the Council. This committee is ex- 
ploring the whole field of publicity, preparatory 
to the establishment of a Department of Publicity 
for the Council. “In the meantime,” the Council 
report states, “‘“Miss Deedie-May Austin has contin- 
ued her work with the Presbyterian News Service. 
Full newspaper coverage has been given the meeting 
of the General Assembly and the Montreat con- 
ferences ... Presbyterian News Service has been 
used widely by all of the major agencies of the 
Church in preparing articles of special interest for 
the Presbyterian Survey and the Church papers. 
A leaflet on church publicity has been prepared, 
and sent to all of the pastors of our Church.” 


Christian Workers Wanted 


Needed by a large evangelical Church, a young 
woman to serve as Office Secretary and Director of 
Music; full-time service for the Lord. Position open 
immediately; support adequate for comfortable 
living. 

Needed next fall, a young woman to have charge 
of a Christian Kindergarten and do visitation work; 
full-time service for the Lord; support adequate 
for comfortable living. Direct reply to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal. 


i= 


May 15, 1950 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 15 


A New Presbyterian Church 
In Charleston, W. Va. 


A new Presbyterian Church has arisen in a 
rapidly growing suburb of Charleston, W. Va., to 
take what promises to be a most important part in 
the Christian work of that city. It Is the Village 
a Church of Kanawha City, Charleston, 

f 


With 276 members and with brand new, pratical- 
ly-paid-for, building and equipment valued at more 
than $80,000.00, it is already a going concern. All 
this has been accomplished in the space of three and 
one-half years under the very able leadership of 
Dr. J. Moody McNair. The First Presbyterian 
Church of Charleston, W. Va., of which Dr. McNair 
is Minister of Chapels, has supported the enterprise. 


Formal organization of the chureh took place 
Sunday, March 26, 1950, in the new building. 
Elders were elected, a pulpit committee Was named, 
and a budget was arranged for. Within two weeks 
a budget of $11,000.00 was subseribed. With 242 
members at the time of its organization thi: is 
said by Dr. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly, to be the largest membership on the day 
of organization of any church ever organized in 
the Presbyterian Church, U. 8. 


In November, 1949, the congregation moved into 
its new building which was erected at a cost of 
$55,000.00. The lot measures 120 by 150 feet. The 
building consists of a sanctuary and an adjoining 
Sunday School wing two stories high, 78 feet long 
and 30 feet wide. The sanctuary is so constructed 


that it can easily be extended toward the street a 
the front; the Sunday School part can be heightene:: 
without changing the present architecture. 


The Village Church is fashioned in the colonia 
design and is built of limestone block faced wit! 
brick. The pews will be patterned to harmonize 
with the ivory woodwork of the sanctuary. Ths 
flooring is made of maroon concrete, and th: 
heating is provided through ornamental vents ir 
the ceiling. The. handsome pulpit, communion table 
and pulpit chairs in ivory enamel and mahogany 
were constructed by men of the church. 


The Sunday School wing consists of classroom- 
and the pastor’s study on the second floor. Men of 
the church made the equipment for the classrooms 
adjustable tables, shelves for toys, bookcases, and 
coat racks. Attractive curtains at the windows were 
provided by women of the church. In the basement 
are also the kitchen and a large assembly room 
which is made adaptable to different uses by re- 
movable partitioning. This room will accommodate 
about 300 persons. The entire Sunday School sec- 
tion has hardwood flooring and light green tinted 
walls. “It is necessary,”” Dr. McNair says, “that an 
additional story be erected on the Sunday Schoo! 
wing next year since we are already overflowing 
and must find more room for all who desire to 
come.”’ 


The group first met in September, 1946, holding 
its services in a school building and later in the 
Charleston Boat Club. During the three years of 
occupying rented quarters, the chapel congregation 
was unable to carry on weekday activities. A 
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junior choir of 37 boys and girls was organized, 
however, for the Sunday service. With an initial 
number of 46 in attendance at the first service in 
the school building, the church has multiplied six- 
fold in these three and one-half years. The Sunday 
School, with 140 attending a year ago, now has 
293 in attendance. A young people’s organization 
has recently been effected, and the Women of the 
Church have set up standard procedure for their 
work. The Men of the Church plan to set up a 
formal organization during the month of April. 

From the beginning, the Sunday School has been 
self-supporting. The First Presbyterian Church of 
Charleston purchesed the present lot for approxi- 
mately $10,000.00. In addition, gifts from the 
budget and from individual members of the First 
Church during these three years have totaled $35,- 
000.00. 

The enthusiastic group which constitutes the 
Village Presbyterian Church has caught a vision of 
what a new, major church in that locality can mean 
to the people of this rapidly expanding residential 
area. Dr. McNair and his people have demonstrated 
that they have the know-how and the consecration 
to build well for the Kingdom. 

At the present writing, the membership is 282. 
The charter membership roll was kept open through 
April 23, at which time the charter roll was 276 
members. Spiritual adventure is still attractive. 


The Presbytery Of Lexington 


The Presbytery of Lexington held its 329th 
stated meeting in Tinkling Spring Church, Augusta 
County, Va., on April 11th, with 43 ministers and 
41 Ruling Elders enrolled. An interesting feature 
of the meeting was the celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the opening for worship of the hand- 
some church which was built during the pastorate 
of Dr. Robert Lewis Dabney. As part of the cele- 
bration ground was broken for a new Educational 
Building. Dr. Frank Bell Lewis, President of Mary 
Baldwin College and also Moderator of the Presby- 
tery, gave an address of Dabney’s pastorate. Rev. 
J. M. McBryde, pastor of Augusta Stone Church 
at Fort Defiance, Va., traced the history of the 
church from its founding by John Craig in 1740. 
This Pioneer Scotch preacher founded the work 
which resulted in the organization of both Augusta 
Stone and Tinkling Spring Churches. They are the 
oldest continuing churches in the Synod of Virginia. 
Rev. Guy M. Morrow of Williamsville preached the 
opening sermon as retirin’ Moderator on the sub- 
ject ‘“‘The Model Preacher.”’ Rev. R. O. Lucke and 
Rev. L. W. Kessler had charge of the administra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper. 


Rev. H. L. Price was received from Pee Dee 
Presbytery and a Commission appointed to install 
him as pastor of the Third Church of Staunton. 
It was announced the Candidate E. H. Flaniken of 
Union Seminary had accepted the call of the Craigs- 
ville Church and that Rev. H. G. Allen of Glade 
Spring, Va., had accepted the call of Cook’s Creek 
Church. They will be received at the summer meet- 
ing. The Presbytery sent overtures to the Assemb- 
ly: asking that the rule requiring Session to ex- 
amine records of the Deacons once every six months 
be changed to once each year; requesting the As- 
sembly to consider dissolving Snedecor Memorial 
Synod and placing its churches in the Presbyteries 
in whose bounds they are located; requesting the 
Board of World Missions to give further considera- 
tion to the founding of a Christian University in 
Japan. 
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The outstanding feature of the meeting of the 
Presbytery were three unusual inspirational ad- 
dresses delivered by the President of Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Dr. J. McDowell Richards. 
His subjects were: “Christianity and Family Life,”’ 
“Christianity and Education,” and “Christianity and 
the Nation.’”’ The Presbytery adopted a new manual 
bringing the organization of the Presbytery in line 
with the reorganization of the church at large. 


The next meeting of the Presbytery will be held 
in Crabbottom Church, Blue Grass, Va., on July 
lith. Ruling Elder R. W. Hevener of Pisgah Church 
Was nominated as Moderator of the next meeting. 


CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi ‘et in 
Spring session in the new Alta Woods Church in 
Jackson, Mississippi with 31 ministers and 35 voting 
elders in attendance. The Retiring Moderator’s 
sermon was preached by the Rev. S. C. Patterson 
and elder Frank England was elected the new 
Moderator. Mr. Thomas O. Hall was received from 
Obion Presbytery, Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
and he will supply the Churches of McBride Me- 
morial, Shiloh and Forest Grove. Mr. William David 
Brown of Vicksburg was received under care of 
Presbytery as a candidate for the ministry. Candi- 
date William Maynard Fountain was dismissed to 
the Presbytery of Asheville. 


Presbytery expressed confidence in our Board of 
World Missions and overtured the Assembly not to 
bring pressure upon the Board concerning its policy 
toward the “International Christian University” 
for Japan. The Glee Club of Chamberlain Hunt 
Academy was heard and Presbytery voted to ap- 
prove a campaign in the Presbytery for $85,000 for 
the school. The Stated Clerk announced to the 
Presbytery that Statistics for the past year showed 
encouraging gains over the previous year in the 
following: additions on profession of faith, and by 
certificate, Sunday School enrollment, and Com- 
municants. Presbytery adjourned to meet July 18 
in the Mt. Zion Church near Weir, Mississippi. 
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Summer Evangelistic Team 1950 
Union Theological Seminary 
Richmond, Va. 


Standing, Left to Right: Lewis H. Laneaster, Jr., 
Eugene Kirkman, W. Walter Johnson. 
Seated: James T. Womack, Jr. 


A four-man evangelistic team from Union The- 
ological Seminary will work throughout the Synod 
of Appalachia during the summer months. 


Dr. James L. Fowle, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Chattanooga, Tenn., is in charge 
of the deputation schedule. Engagements, most of 
which are a week in length, have been made in 
Johnson City, Newport, and Signal Mountain, Tenn., 
and in Boone, N. C. 


The Rev. Joseph Mack, Executive Secretary of 
Knoxville Presbytery, is working with Dr. Fowle on 
arrangements for evangelistic series conducted by 
the seminary students. Churches or communities 
desiring to secure the team should contact either 
Dr. Fowle or Rev. Mack. 


Members of the team are W. W. Johnson, Eugene 
Kirkman, Lewis Lancaster, Jr., and James Womack, 
Jr. These men have had wide experience in evange- 
listic work, having served on the regular teams 
which are annually sent out from Richmond School. 
Two teams have this year gone to 33 localities in 
four states. 


Johnson is from Shreveport, La., where he grad- 
uated from Centenary College, was active in youth 
work, and worked in newspaper and insurance 
firms. He has served the Seventeenth Street Negro 
Mission in Richmond; the Mount Holly (Ark.) Pres- 
byterian Church and the Opequon Group of Win- 
chester Presbytery. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


“And Also To Foreign 
Missions A Share” 


In writing or revising your will, what finer 
bequest could you make than to leave a share 
of your estate—however large or small it may 
be—to the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom 
throughout the world? 


Every earnest Christian is urged to use his 
will as an instrument through which he can 
support and perpetuate his most cherished in- 
terests. 


Be sure to consult a good lawyer in drawing 
your will. Should you wish to make a bequest 
to the Board of World Missions, the following 
form of bequest is recommended: 


I give, devise and bequeath to the Board of 
World Missions of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States, a corporation organized 
under the Laws of the State of Tennessee, 
with offices at Nashville, Tenn., the sum of 


(or the following property, to wit: ) 


The Board will weleome the opportunity of 
discussing your plans with you or assisting 
you in any way possible. Address: 


CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


Boarp Or MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U.S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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Kirkman is a resident of Atlanta, Ga., a grad- 
uate of Davidson and also a youth leader. Before 
entering seminary in 1949, he worked as telegraph 
messenger, shoe cutter, insurance clerk, stated 
supply for several churches, and as an Army 
veteran. His Seminary field work has been at the 
Richmond City Jail and at Kinston, N. C. 


Lancaster is the son of the Lewis H. Lancasters, 
missionaries to China, where he was born. Before 
finishing at Hampden-Sydney College, he served in 
the Navy, was an active Eagle Scout, and president 
of the College Student Christian Association. His 
student field work here has been in Richmond’s 
Forest Hills Presbyterian Church and in the Old 
Providence Rural Parish*at Louisa, Va. He is the 
president of his class in Seminary. 


Womack, native of Norfolk, Va., took his college 
degree at Hampden-Sydney. An accomplished org- 
anist and young people’s worker he has served at 
the Eastern Star Home in Richmond and at the 
South Plains Church, Keswick, Va. He has headed 
the Benevolent Project of the Seminary student 
body this year, which has sent over $14,000.00 to 
aid the Montpellier, France Reformed Seminary; 
$2,310.00 worth of clothing for theological students 
in Debrecen, Hungary; and over 100 boxes of 
medicines, drugs, medical dressings and supplies, 
plus assorted bundles of used clothing to our 
medical missionaries in Korea. 


Contributions Received 
Contributions (Ineluding Program of Progress) 
if the Presbyterian Church, U. S., to the General 
Assembly’s Training School for Lay Workers, Inc., 
Richmond, Va. 


Contributions (Including Program 
Of Progress) 


Month Of March 


1949 
$23,377.55 $15,373.05 
Total To Date 
1950 1949 
£86H.167.26 $65,835.46 


Charles O’Neale Martindale 


After a lenghty illness, Rev. Dr. C. O’N. Martin- 
dale went to his Lord on March 3, 1950, at the ripe 
age of 81. An occasional contributor to “The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal” and other church 
periodicals, Dr. Martindale was a staunch Presby- 
terian who served his Church and Lord faithfully 
in active service for over forty years. He died at 
the home of his daughter, Mrs. James Thom, 3212 
Vincennes Place, New Orleans, La. 


Born in Columbia,:S. C., on December 3, 1868, 
he was the son of Charles O’Neale Martindale, Sr., 
and Victoria Campbell O’Neale, of Columbia, S. C. 
On October 18, 1899, he married Drue Boyd, of 
Shorter, Ala., who preceded him in death by three 
vears. 


Dr. Martindale received the degrees of B.A. 
(1889) and M.A. (1893) from the University of 
South Carolina, B.D. from Columbia Theological 
Seminary, Ph.D. (1925) and D.D. (1926) from the 
Central University of Indiana. Additional study was 


done at Princeton Theological Seminary and Moody 
Bible Institute (1894-95). 


His pastorates included Tuskegee and Calebee. 
Ala.; Cedartown, Ga.; Newnan, Ga.; Courtland, 
Ala.; Brownsville, Tenn.; Crowley, La.; Amite, La.; 
Reidville, Nazareth and Antioch, S. C.; Vidalia, Ga.; 
and Morgan City, La. In 1904 he traveled through 
Palestine, Egypt and Europe. In 1909-12 he served 
as Professor at the Presbyterian Bible Training 
School at Nashville, Tenn. In 1938 he retired from 
the active ministry and madé his home in Baton 
Rouge, La. 


A great scholar of the Bible, Dr. Martindale is 
the author of “The Land Of Promise - To And 
From,” “Sprinkling Versus Immersion,” ‘“‘What It 
Means To Be A Christian,” “Protestantism Versus 
Romanism,” and “Understanding And Practicing 
Christianity.” 

Surviving him are a daughter, Mrs. James Thom, 
of New Orleans and Baton Rouge, La.; two sons, 
Girardeau Boyd, of Hendersonville, N. C., and 
Douglas, of Columbia, Tenn.; one brother, Edward 
C. Martindale, of Teaneck, N. J., and five grand 
children. 


Austin Theological Seminary 


Austin, Tex., Apr. 19. (Special).—Sixteen stu 
dents from the Austin Presbyterian Theologica! 
Seminary have returned to their studies after a 
week’s trip to Mexico, where they studied Presby 
terian mission work. 


The tour was under the supervision of Dr. T. 
Watson Street, head of the Seminary’s Department 
of Church History and Missions, and was the sec- 
ond such trip to be made by a seminary group in 
three years. 


Accompanying the group was the Rev. John Min. 
ter, who is in this country on leave from Presbyte 
rian missionary work in China. 


Examination of evangelical and medical work 
was particularly stressed, with most of the visits 
centered around Mexico City. However, an exten. 
sive tour of an agricultural mission in Teloloapan, 
150 miles southwest of the capital, was included in 
the trip. 


Students visited Churches and Missions in Cuer- 
navaca, Iguala, Taxco, Teloloapan, and Mexicu 
City, and went through two seminaries in the cap 
ital city. 


Dr. Street has announced plans to make such a 
trip an annual affair. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Mecklenburg Presbytery in its one hundred and 
eighty-eighth stated session which met on April 18 
is sending to the General Assembly three overtures: 
Asking the Assembly to make a careful study of 
the whole matter of sources from which the Fed- 
eral Council derives its funds from our Church; 
that we withdraw immediately our membership 
from the Federal Council (56 to 54); and by a 53 
to 33 vote to dismiss the Committee on Co-opera- 
tion and Union. 


Following the sermon of the retiring Moderator, 
Rev. J. Walton Stewart, Jr., Presbytery obsédrved 
the Lord’s Supper and heard a memorial by Rev. 
W. H. Johnston to the late Rev. C. C. Beam. The 
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host pastor, Rev. W. I. Howell, gave an historical 
sketch of the First Presbyterian Church of Hamlet 
from its organization in 1899. 


By acclamation Rev. S. M. Inman was elected 
Moderator. Rev. F. C. Pratt has been nominated to 
succeed him. Eighteen Churches were given per- 
mission to increase the salaries of their pastors. 
The Roberdell Church was given permission to 
change its name to the Park Avenue Presbyterian 
Church. 


Dr. James A. Jones presented the report of the 
Committee on Reorganization of the Presbytery. It 
was adopted and becomes operative on October 18, 
1950. 


Since popular meetings are barred, the Home 
Mission Committee, through its chairman, Rufus A. 
Grier, presented a report calling attention to the 
fact that through the aid-receiving Churches and 
Chapels, 180 had been received on profession of 
faith and 316 by certificate, and that Ridgecrest, 
McQuay Memorial and Smallwood Churches had 
been organized. Further progress was shown by the 
number of new Churches and Manses that have 
been built or acquired. 


Dr. C. E. S. Kraemer reported for the Committee 
on Religious Education, and Presbytery authorized 
the building of a filter system for the swimming 
pool at Camp Hermon. Commissions reported the 
installation of Revs. Olin M. Whitener, G. Dana 
Waters, W. J. Huneycutt, and Daniel Carlton. The 
Commission on the Minister and His Work, through 
its chairman, Rev. C. H. Rowan, reported that pas- 
toral relations had been dissolved and these min- 
isters had been given letters of transfer: Rev. J. L. 
Griggs to Atlanta Presbytery; Rev. R. L. McBath 
to Wilmington Presbytery; and Rev. Walter L. 
Baker to Bethel Presbytery. 


Dr. Roy F. Whitley reported that the Presbytery 
had eighteen white and one Negro candidates for 
the ministry and one student looking forward to 
foreign mission medical service. Ministerial Relief 
last year was given to two ministers, seven widows 
and one orphan wifhin the Presbytery. 


Mrs. Emmett Crook, president of the Women of 
Mecklenburg Presbytery, reported that five new 
groups were organized last year and that another 
is ready. Of the 102 Churches of the Presbytery, 
88 have organized work for the women. 


Statistical reports had been received from about 
75 percent of the Churches, and from them Rev. 


F. C. Debele, Stated Clerk, said that the number’ 


received on profession of faith were im excess of 
last year’s total. 


Sixty. ministers and 71 ruling elders were en- 


rolled. The next meeting will be held on July 18 in 
the Central Steele Creek Church, of which Dr. R. 
A. Young is the pastor. 

R. H. Stone, Secretary. 


Agnes Scott News 


Friends of Agnes Scott College have continued 
to encourage the Trustees and Officers with their 
generous support. During the month of April five 
special gifts (three of them unsolicited) have pro- 
vided for a continuance of the building program. 


An anonymous donor has contributed $136,- 
000.00 to enable the College to proceed with the 
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AGNES SCOTT 
COLLEGE 


DECATUR, GA. 


Its location in Greater Atlanta offers un- 
usual opportunities for placement after 
graduation as well as specialized training 
while in college. Agnes Scott students 
may take journalism, business adminis- 
tration and other subjects at Emory Uni- 


versity. 


For literature and other in- 
formation, address: 


PRESIDENT J. R. McCAIN 


Science Hall, which it has been hoping for several 
years to erect. This gift brings the total funds 
available for this purpose to $560,000.00, and it is 
expected that this sum will house in quite satisfac- 
tory shape the Science Departments of the insti- 
tution. 


Two other anonymous donors have provided 
$45,000.00 and $15,000.00, respectively, for the 
completion in excellent shape of the new dining 
hall and kitchen which is in process of erection. A 
trustee of the College has provided $25,000.00 to- 
ward the furnishing of the dining hall. These gifts 
will enable the College to finish and equip this 
building at a cost of slightly more than $500.- 
000.00. 


Another trustee has provided $10,000.00 for the 
erection of a suitable entrance on the north side of 
the campus. 


These various gifts are in addition to the $1,- 
500,000.00 campaign which was successfully com- 
pleted in December of last year. 


WASHBURN PRESBYTERY 
Second Church, Fort Smith, Ark. 


Upon the arrival of the new Minister, Rev. J. 
David Simpson, the following accomplishments have 
been made thus far: One Week’s Revival, with the 
Pastor preaching, and both during the meeting and 
following—eighteen new members were welcomed 
into the Church by Profession and letter, or re- 
statement of Faith. A good prospect list is kept 
before the officers and leaders of the Church by 
the Pastor with the result that visitation is going 
on to the end that new members will be coming 
into the Church all along. The Pastor came the Ist 
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of February of this year, and quickly launched 
into getting his officers to adopt the 13 weeks 
Tithing Program recommended by our Program of 
Progress Committee, and challenged the member- 
ship of the Church to follow the example of the 
officers. The result was that a goodly number of 
the members of the Church are now Tithing. A 
building Committee was appointed, and plans were 
speedily set in motion to build a new Manse. This 
is now being done with the building getting under 
wav this week. Recognizing the necessity for the 
Re-location of the Church the Pastor, has launched 
a Church Building fund for $50,000, with the 
Church Extension Committee in Atlanta granting 
$5,000 to this Project, and the reasonable expect- 
ancy of the Arkansas Synod to grant $5,000 and to- 
gether with help from the Presbytery of Washburn 
and the sale of the present Church property, will 
enable the Church to soon break ground for the 
erection of a new Church edifice on three new lots 
which have been bought and paid for in one of the 
finest residential sections of the City. 


One of the most outstanding accomplishments 
thus far of this Pastorate is the Wednesday Family 
night meetings which bring out from two-thirds to 
three-fourths of the membership of the Church. 
This plan was suggested upon the arrival of the 
new Pastor, and it was adopted with the result now 
that every department of the Church meets on 
Wednesday night at the Church, the Children going 
to their departments for instruction just as they 
do on Sunday with new teachers to meet them 
other than those on Sunday, and virtually an hour 
of instruction received. The same applies to the 
Adult members, men and women, who engage in a 
“through the Bible Study” with the teacher using 
the lecture and forum method. The children are 
learning the Catechisms under the leadership of the 
Pastor’s wife and her assistants and a fine Junior 
Choir under the direction of the Pastor’s wife is 
singing in the Evening Services. The advantage of 
the Family night being held weekly instead of 
monthly, means that when Mission Season, Evan- 
gelism or Stewardship calls for special courses to be 
taught, or leadership Training courses to be taught, 
you have a good percentage of your membership 
out to hear these studies and make their financial 
contribution, instead of the old way of so much 
polished lumber to face a few faithful women who 
are doing their best to get these causes before the 
Church. The Supper hour from 6 P.M. to 7 P.M. 
affords great fellowship to the membership of the 
Church including all age groups. 


Alumni Association Of Westminster 
Theological Seminary Announces 
Second Annual Reformed Institute 


Tuesday, May 16, through Friday, May 19, the 
Institute will be held at Westminster Theological 
Seminary, Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa. The fol- 
lowing courses are planned: 


I. “Church Union In The Light Of Church His- 
tory.”’ Four one-hour lectures by Professor Paul 
Woolley, of the Westminster Faculty. 


II. “The Areopagus Address.” Four one-hour lec- 
tures by Professor Ned. B. Stonehouse, of the West- 
minster Faculty. 


III. “The Pastor As An Evengelist.”’ Four lec- 
tures by the Rev. George W. Marston, of Evergreen 


MONTREAT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, ACCRED. 
ITED BY THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF 
COLLEGES AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS. A 
place of the finest Christian culture and training. 
Limited enrollment, small classes. Write: President 


McGregor, Montreat, N. C. 


Park, Ill.. Home Missionary of the Orthodox Pre: 
byterian Church. Class discussion. 

Also “‘A Preaching Clinic’’ each evening, using 
wire recordings of sermons actually delivered 
worship services. 

The cost of the Conference will be $15.00 fo) 
the four days, including meals and lodging at th 
Seminary. Those attending are urged to plan to a) 
rive on Monday afternoon, and to stay till Saturda, 
morning. (No meals on Monday or Saturday). 

The Conference is open to ministers, seminar) 
students, and other interested persons. Lecture: 
will be on the level of advanced academic study, 
rather than of “popular” appeal. 

The Conference is committed to the Reformed o: 
Calvinistic theology, in accordance with the trad 
tion maintained at Westminster Seminary. How 
ever, attendance is open to members of any de 
nomination. 

Plan to attend. Tell others about it. Register 
now. The rezistration fee is $2.00 (included in th 
$15.00 cost). Registrations may be sent in now 
Just fill out the enclosed card and mail it in a: 
envelope with the registration fee to: The Re\ 
9a W. Sloat, R.F.D., Eayerstown, Medford, 
aXe . 


Dean Rusk To Be Davidson 
Commencement Speaker 


Dean Rusk, who rose in four years from a rou. 
tine State Department job to his present top pos' 
as Assistant Secretary of State, will deliver th 
principal address at Davidson’s Mid-Century Com 
mencement on June 5, President John R. Cunning 
ham has announced. 

Rusk, a Davidson graduate who was called b) 
Washington newspapers ‘‘a man straight out of th: 
Horatio Alger tradition,” is a native of Georgia. 
After leaving Davidson he studied under a Rhode: 
Scholarship in England and Germany, taught at 
Mills College, Calif., and served in the Army. 

Discharged as a Colonel, he joined the State De- 
partment in 1946 and rose rapidly to his presen’ 
post as top policy man for the troublesome Asian 
situation. 


Presbytery Of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas met in th 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church, San Antonio, 
Tex., on April 11-13, 1950, with fifty-seven min- 
isters and thirty-eight ruling elders present. Rev. 
Andrew Byers was elected moderator; Rev. C. M. 
Campbell, temporary clerk; and Rev. Chauncey 
Acrey, reading clerk. 


Rev. William D. Bonis was received from the 
Magyar Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, and accepted a call to the Natalia Church. 
Rev. Chas. T. Campbell was dismissed to the Pres- 
bytery of Baltimore, U.S.A., to become D.R.E. in 
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the Brown Memorial Church, Baltimore, Md. Can- 
didate John E. Toppins was dismissed to Pine Bluff 
Presbytery with a view to his accepting a call to the 
Lake Village Church. 


There were five applicants for licensure. Pre- 
liminary thereto Mr. Frank B. Walker, Jr., was re- 
ceived under the care of Presbytery by examina- 
tion; Candidate Arch McD. Tolbert, by transfer 
from Southwest Georgia Presbytery; and Candidate 
Henry A. Grubbs, by transfer from Mid-Texas Pres- 
bytery; the other applicants, George T. Faison and 
Oscar W. Mueller, were candidates under the care 
of this Presbytery. Three of them were duly li- 
censed: Frank B. Walker, Jr., who has accepted a 
call to the Leon Springs Church, San Antonio; 
George T. Faison, who has accepted a eall to the 
Seguin Church; and Oscar W. Mueller, who has ac- 
cepted a call to the Karnes City Church. Candidates 
Tolbert and Grubbs satisfactorily passed their oral 
examinations, and their licensure was deferred until 
an adjourned meeting on May 25, pending com- 
pletion of their written parts of trial. Mr. Grubbs 
has been called to the Church at Junction, and Mr. 
Tolbert to the work of Evangelist in connection 
with the Inter-seminary Movement. 


Commissions were appointed to ordain and install 
Licentiate George T. Faison in the Seguin Church 
on June 4; Licentiate Frank T. Walker, Jr., in the 
Leon Springs Church on June 11; and Oscar W. 
Mueller in the Karnes City Church on July 2. 


The pastoral relation between Rev. IL W. Wilcox 
and the Mission Church was dissolved, effective 
April 30, in order that he might accept a call to the 
Laredo Church, where he will be installed on May 
14. Rev. William D. Bonis will be installed as pas- 
tor of the Natalia Church on a date to be set by 
the commission. 


The Presbytery overtured the General Assembly 
to consider modification of the regulations pertain- 
ing to Retiring Allowances of Foreign Missionaries 
who are forced to leave their work after twenty 
years of service. 


The Presbytery reorganized its agencies to con- 
form, for the most part, to the General Assembly’s 
organizational setup, and instructed its agencies to 
meet and organize themselves. 


The next meeting will be held in the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Sanderson, Tex., on October 24, 
1950, at 2:00 P.M. 


T. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 


Presbyterian Junior College 
Maxton, N. C. 


Election of student body officers at Presbyterian 
Junior College resulted as follows: Student Coun- 
cil: James Holeman, Timberlake, N. C., President; 
Gene Williams, Florence, S. C., First Vice-Presi- 
dent; Nelson Roncaratti, Sao Paulo, Brazil, Second 
Vice-President; Elmo Jernigan, Portsmouth, Va., 
Secretary and Treasurer. Bagpipe: John Hunter 
LaMotte, Maxton, N. C., Editor-in-Chief; Dallas 
Foscue, Kinston, N. C., Business Manager; Harold 
Smith, Laurinburg, N. C., Advertising Manager. 
Sandspur: D. C. North, Wilmington, N. C., Editor- 
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AN UNEXPECTED POPULARITY 
3rd Printing in 6 months! 
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Purchase at your favorite bookstore or direct 
from Dept. M628 


MOODY PRESS chicaco to, 


Report On Spring Meeting Of 
Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem convened for 
its sixty-third Stated Meeting at the First Presby- 
terian Church, North Wilkesboro, N. C., on April 
18, at 10:00 A.M. The opening devotional service 
was conducted by the Rev. Sinclair Tebo, Minister 
of the Reynolda Church. Presbytery was called to 
order by the retiring Moderator, the Rev. E. H. 
Gartrell. Nineteen ministers and twenty-two ruling 
elders were present. The Rev. D. S. McCarty, D.D., 
was unanimously elected Moderator. 


The Rev. C. H. Maury was received from Fay- 
etteville Presbyery and will become the pastor of 
the Yadkinville and Montview Churches. The Rev. 
W. R. Smith, III, for the past year a Y.M.C.A. 
Secretary at Davidson College, was dismissed .to 
Montgomery Presbytery that he may accept a call 
to the Buchanan Church. The pastoral relation be- 
tween the Rev. E. H. Gartrell and the Mocksville 
and Bixby Churches was dissolved in order that he 
may accept appointment under our Board of World 
Missions for foreign service. 


The Sacramental Service was conducted by the 
Revs. Hardin A. King and W. R. Smith, Jr., as- 
sisted by four Ruling Elders. Preceding this service 
the retiring Moderator preached. 


Among features of special interest were the fol- 
lowing: This was the first meeting of the Presby- 
tery to be held in the beautiful new edifice of the 
North Wilkesboro Church; the Church is to be con- 
gratulated on the completion of so beautiful and 
adequate a building. The new Executive Secretary, 
the Rev. W. R. Smith, Jr., made his first report to 
the Presbytery, which indicates an awakened in- 
terest in our Home Mission fields and the prospects 
that many of the vacant Churches will soon be 
filled. Reports showed that in spite of the fact that 
many of our Churches have been vacant during the 
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past year, total gifts to Benevolences were con- 
siderably larger than the previous year. This Pres- 
bytery has the distinction of now having three 
members in Foreign Service and with the addition 
of the Rev. E. H. Gartrell will have four. Three 
candidates are on our roll. 


The next regular meeting will be held at the 
Francisco Presbyterian Church on July 11, 1950. 
J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 


ARKANSAS COLLEGE 


On April 20, the Life Service Alliance of Ar- 
kansas College, an interdenominational organiza- 
tion for students interested in full-time Christian 
service, completed a ten weeks’ Bible Course for 
the students of the Negro Public School of Bates- 
ville. Because of the state law which forbids the 
teaching of Bible in the schools of Arkansas, the 
classes had to be held after school hours, which 
made it impossible to reach those students who rode 
the school bus and those who worked after school. 
However, there was an enrollment of sixty-seven, 
with an average attendance of fifty. This enroll- 
ment was about equally divided among the three 
groups. This is just the first of such service projects 
which the Alliance hopes to institute. The follow- 
ing students, whose college schedule and whose par- 
ticular interest led them to do this work, were: 
Mary Lou Spragins, Margaret Moreau, Frank 
Tobey, Maxine Sharp, Bob Hyatt, Kenneth Reeves, 
Joyce Shillcutt, and Ed Stanfield. They report: “All 
of us enjoyed the school so much.” 


Presbyterian Junior College Music 
Instructor Awarded Cup 


Maxton, N. C., Apr. 27, 1950.—For the second 
time in three years, Mrs. C. L. Darling, of Maxton, 
Instructor of Music at Presbyterian Junior College, 
has been awarded the Carlotta Barbour Saunders 
Cup for the best original musical composition en- 
tered at the Convention of the North Carolina 
Federation of Woman’s Clubs in Raleigh. The win- 
ning composition is for a baritone solo and mixed 
voices and is entitled: “Part No. 16 of a Cantata 
based on Robert Burns’ The Jolly Beggars.”’ The 
winning composition in 1948 was: “Behold The 
Lamb Of God,” for alto solo. 


Mrs. Darling is a member of the Maxton Junior 
Woman’s Club, which also received an award of 
second prize for their entry of a club scrapbook. 
Mrs. James H. Edmondson compiled the book which 
won second honor. 


Publicity Report Adopted 


The Council unanimously adopted the report of 
the Publicity Committee, which asked for the ces- 
sation of the Presbyterian News Service as of this 
date, with the recommendation that Miss Deddie- 
May Austin continue to handle publicity work for 
the Council until such time as the Public Relations 
Director is named. 


This is a part of the reorganization plan adopted 
by the 1949 General Assembly, and the report of 
the Publicity Committee came after a year of study, 
Doctor Alston said, when it was learned that the 
concensus of the Church is that a man, head the 
Public Relations Department, rather than a woman. 
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The Assembly also directed that a Director of 
Research be named, but made no provision for 
financing a research department. The Council voted 
in session here to defer appointment of a Director 
of Research until the Assembly makes provision for 
its financing. The work of the Research Committee 
is now being carried by the committee members, 
without salary. 


The Rev. Bob. S. Hodges, Jr., Associate Secretary 
of the General Council, was appointed to be in 
charge of the press table at the meeting of the 
General Assembly, June 8-13, in Massanetta 
Springs, Va. 


The Council will ask the approval of the General 
Assembly on two budgets: that of $3,735,812. as 
the budget of the agencies whose work is financed 
and under direct control of the General Assembly, 
plus $330,000 for other Assembly agencies for 
1950-51, and the budget of $4,424,135. to include 
the work of all Assembly agencies for 1951-52. 


The Council re-elected officers for a term of 
one year. They include Doctor McCain, chairman; 
Dr. T. K. Young, Memphis, Tenn., vice-chairman, 
and Dr. J. G. Patton, Jr., Decatur, secretary. Doctor 
Patton also is executive secretary of the Council. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


“What Are You Living For?’’ By John Suther- 
land Bonnell. Published by Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price $2.00. 


“On Toward The Goal.’”’ By John Calvin Reid. 
Published by John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 
Price $2.00. 


“Lift High That Banner.”’ By William M. Elliott, 
Jr. Published by John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 
Price $2.00. 


“The Mystery of Godliness.”” By John Calvin. 
Published by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00. 


The prevailing notion that few people read books 
of sermons does not seem to prevent the publica- 
tion of vast quantities of them. There is a constant 
stream of homiletical material pouring forth from 
the religious press. Apparently, they serve as a 
means of expression on the part of the preacher, 
and a source of enrichment on the part of the 
reader. 


The first three volumes under review come from 
three Presbyterian pulpiteers. They have much in 
common in what they say and what they fail to say. 
They are tailor-made to suit the tastes of the most 
fastidious sermon-taster of our generation. They 
are carefully planned from a homiletical point of 
view. The language is well polished and luminous. 
These sermons are interesting. They are brief. The 
illustrations and references will appeal to a culti- 
vated audience. 


These sermons are written for popular consump- 
tion and do not deal with the deeper aspects of the 
Christian faith. They do not always follow the 
tradition of Presbyterian preachers who felt that a 
solid, substantial diet heavily supplied with biblical 
doctrines and vitamins was more important than a 
r tasty morsels served on beautifully decorated 

ishes. 
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It is this reviewer's conviction that although all 
of these sermons in the first three volumes are 
stimulating and entertaining, yet taken as a whole 
they need to be enriched with more biblical ex- 
egesis. Added theological insights would strengthen 
these volumes. Such insights would be profitable in 
producing spiritual backbone, muscle, and red blood 
in the pew. 


The fourth volume, The Mystery of Godliness, by 
John Calvin, consists of a series of homolies based 
on texts from I and II Timothy and the Epistle to 
Titus. This volume represents the only sizable col- 
lection of the Genevan Reformer’s sermons to have 
been translated into the English language since the 
16th century, and the only volume of its kind ever 
published in America. These sermons are exegetical. 
They go to the heart of a text and probe for the 
message the Holy Spirit sought to impart in the 
particular passage under study. His sermon on “The 
Only Mediator’ is worth the price of the book. It 
is most remarkable that after 400 years there 
should still be a demand for Calvin’s sermons. The 
reason is not hard to discover. It is because Calvin 
“spoke as one having authority.”’ As a stylist, and 
especially as an exegete, the best of modern preach- 
ers could still sit at his feet and find great profit 
in observing how Calvin ‘‘opened the Book.” For 
clarity, simplicity, elegance and honesty of interpre- 
tation Calvin is still unexcelled. 


Dr. Bonnell discusses in What Are You Living 
For? the personal and social problems of our day. 
His messages fall under four main heads: Invitation 
To Adventure; From Doubt Into Faith; Courage To 
Overcome; and, The Challenge of Responsibility. 
Each section contains some excellent thoughts. The 
second section is the weakest. Some of Dr. Bonnell’s 
interpretations are disappointing. He relies too 
much on the explanations of the psycho-analysts 
and not enough on the statements of the New 
Testament in regard to the subject of conversion. 
The Christian concepts of original sin and guilt are 
overlooked. False antitheses are set up. An indica- 
tion of this shallow practice is found at the close 
of the first sermon. Here are his words: “I con- 
front you today not with a program, but with a 
Person; not with a body of dogma to be received, 
but with a life to be lived; not with a creed, but 
with the inescapable Christ.” 


On Toward The Goal contains seventeen brief 
messages of hope and encouragement. Dr. Reid 
writes engagingly upon themes which are popular 
in our day. His style is colorful and absorbing. The 
first sermon, on “The Resurrection Of Pilate,” 
shows the value of employing the Christian imagi- 
nation in preaching. The closing poem, which be- 
gins with the familiar line, ‘Once to every man and 
nation comes the moment to decide,’’ mars this mes- 
sage, as it contains that obnoxious phrase, “God’s 
new Messiah.”’ God has no new Messiah, and this 
poem should not be quoted with approval in a 
Christian pulpit. 

Lift High That Banner presents nineteen short 
sermons of an inspirational nature. The last ser- 
mon, on “You Can’t Take It With You,” is excep- 
tionally fine. It is searching. It probes the depths. 
More of this kind of preaching is needed. We must 
constantly be reminded that this life is proba- 
tionary. Dr. Elliott has a great penchant for arrest- 
ing subjects. These sermons are excellent examples 
of how to select effective sermon topics. 


_To read these three volumes of sermons by three 
distinguished modern preachers would improve the 
homiletical qualities of the average preacher. To 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT MONTREAT COL- 
LEGE FEES ARE LOW ENOUGH FOR EVERY 
GIRL TO HAVE A SPLENDID CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION? The College would prepare every 
student to have a lovely Christian Home. Write: 
President J. Rupert McGregor, Montreat, N. C., for 
full information. 


realize that good and helpful sermons can be made 
better and more helpful by the addition of more 
honest exegesis of the Word of God will do still 
more to improve the quality of the messages and 
power of all who are called to deliver the whole 
counsel of God. 


The fourth volume—The Mystery Of Godliness— 
will show us that “we must be ruled by the Word 
of God and hold the commandments of men as 
vain and foolish; for holiness and perfection of life 
belongeth not to them ... We must be faithful and 
stand fast in our liberty; we must follow the rule 
which is given in the Word of God, and not suffer 
our souls to be brought into slavery by new laws, 
forged by men.”’ This volume will inspire the rev- 
erent reader to join with Calvin in saying: “Now 
let us fall down before the face of our good God, 
acknowledge our faults, praying Him to make us 
perceive them more clearly; and to give us such 
trust in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that we 
may come to Him and be assured of the forgiveness 
of our sins; and that He will make us partakers of 
sound faith, whereby all our filthiness may be 
washed away.” —John R. Richardson. 


The Baptism Of Infants 
This article, published in the February 1, 1950, 
issue of The Journal, is now available in booklet 
form, twenty pages, at 10c each, $1.00 per dozen, 
or $5.00 per 100, postpaid. Order from The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 


Peter Marshall’s New Book 


MR. JONES, MEET THE MASTER! 


These selected sermons and prayers, addressed to the man in 
the street, show Peter Marshall’s greatness. “He was a man of 
t viety and great wit, a man with strength of sou! and 
personal charm ... He put the whole power of his spirit 
iato his beseechings of Almighty God.”’ $2.50. 
—Congressional Record. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


REQUEST 
2 Several years ago a large group in our ; 
2 Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 3 
§ night for a revival. Some may have forgotten ; 
others may never have heard 
6 
; EACH SATURDAY NIGHT : 
2 Pray For Revival by 
Summary Of The Christian Faith 


According To The Shorter Catechism 
By William Childs Robinson, Professor in Co- 
lambia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 20c per 
copy, $2.00 per dozen, or $15.00 per one hundred 
copies postpaid. Order from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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